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Case Opening Report/Investigative Plan 

On May 19, 1986, Jane Hadley, Investigative Reporter, Seattle Post Intelligencer, 
advised S/A Gerd Hattwig telephonically that she had received a telephone 
call from an anonymous male. Hadley indicated that this individual called 
her in response to some of the stories she had written regarding recent 
environmental indictments. Hadley indicated that she tried to have the 
anonymous caller get jn direct contact with the enforcement agencies but the 
caller advised that he did not want to get involved with the government. The 
anonymous source, according to Hadley, stated that everyday when he leaves 
work he sees large cement trucks from Pioneer Sand and Gravel, Pioneer Cement 
and Glacier Sand and Gravel being washed out into the Ouwamish. Reportedly, 
this occurred at the north end of Slip #2 and barges were brought in to hide 
the activity. 

Hadley inquired as to the legality of this type of activity and was told 
by S/A Hattwig that the legality of this activity could only be determined 
after a review of the company's NPDES permit and its limitations. 

A review of a Seattle business directory disclosed a listing for Pioneer 
Construction Materials Company, a division of Riedel International 
Inc., at 5975 East Marginal Way S., Seattle, WA and a secondary listing 
for Glacier Sand & Gravel Co. also located at the same street address. 
Telephone numbers for these businesses were listed as 764-3030 and 764-3000. 

In discussing the above information with Mr. Dan Cargill, Washington State 
Dept. of Ecology (WOOE) Inspector, it was learned that Jane Hadley had also 
complained to his office regarding the activities of the Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co. Cargill advised that the WOOE was investigating the complaint. 
Cargill further advised that one of the other WOOE inspectors, a Mr. Richard 
Koch, conducted an inspection of the Pioneer facility on May 1, 1986. 

On May 23, 1986, Dan Cargill contacted S/A Gerd Hattwig and advised that his 
department had just received another complaint regarding the Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co. He indicated that an individual named lee Moyer was teaching a 
kayak class on the Duwamish River on May 22, 1986, in the evening. At that 
time, Moyer observed and photographed the discharge of what appeared to be 
cement truck washing residue into the northern part of Slip #2 of the Duwamish 
River. Cargill further indicated that Lee Moyer was in the process of providing 
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the WOO£ with a report~ a list of other witnesses, and the photographs. 
Cargill also stated that. according to the state records, the Pioneer 
Construction Materials Co. does not have an NPOES permit to discharge into the 
Ouwamish River. He further indicated that on May 1, 1986~ Mr. Richard Koch, 
the other WOOE employee. had discussed the possible need for an NPOES permit 
with the management of Pioneer Construction Materials Co. At that time he was 
advised that the plant did not discharge into the Ouwamish River and would not 
be discharging into the Ouwamish in the future and therefore no NPDES permit 
would be required. According to Cargill, a written report of Koch•s inspection, 
dated May 2, 1986, was mailed to Ron Summers, Plant Manager, Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co. by Mr. Koch. ln the report Koch again discussed the concerns of 
the WOO£ over possible discharges into the Duwamish River and the need to 
obtain an NPOES permit. The report also contained, as attachments, an 
application for an NPOES permit and the instructions for completing it. 

When contacted by S/A Hattwig, Lee Moyer advised that he had provided a 
written report of the incident to the WOOE and also furnished them with the 
list of witnesses· as well as the negatives of the photographs that he took. 
Moyer indicated that he is the owner/operator of Pacific Water Sports, a firm 
engaged in the manufacture, sales and distribution of small recreational boats. 
He further indicated that he is a frequent recreational user of the Ouwamish 
River and that he teaches kayaking to members of the general public-on the 
Ouwamish. Moyer agreed to cooperate in any continuing investigation by the 
EPA/OCI and the WDOE. He further volunteered to provide the boats necessary 
to conduct any further i nvesti gat ion. It was agreed that Moyer would meet 
with S/A Hattwig at a later time. 

A review of EPA Region 10 records indicate that neither Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co. nor Riedel International Inc. have an NPOES parmit or application 
pending. On 8/26/86, S/A Hattwig reviewed the WOO£ file on Pioneer. That 
review. along with conversations with Richard Koch and Dan Cargill, indicate 
that Pioneer does not intend to apply for an NPOES permit. Koch stated that 
subsequent to his letter of May 2, 1986 to Ron Summers, he also had a telephone 
conversation on May 12, 1986 with Summers. During the call, Summers again 
assured that there would be no discharges from the Pioneer plant into the 
Ouwamish and that temporary measures had been taken to avoid any discharge. 
Summers also assured Koch that the measures would be permanently incorporated 
in the future construction and upgrading of the plant. Cargill further furnished 
the photographs and correspondence that he had received from Lee Moyer. 

Part of the WOOE file regarding Pionee r Construction Materials Co . was a report \ _ 
dated November 12J 1985, by Mr. Rene Fuent es , Hydrologist , U.S. EPA. The 
report stat ed t hat on 10/17/85 whil e on an inspecti on f l ight with Juli e Sell ick, 
WOO£ , t hey witnessed what appeared t o be a sedi ment di scha rge plume coming 
f rom a const ructi on materi al s operation on t he east side of t he Duwami sh Waterway 
near t he north s ide of Boein g Fi e l d. Fuentes photographed the site and t he 
discoloration in the water. Attached to the report was a photograph identified 
as having been taken on 10/17/85 by Rene Fuentes, as witnessed by Julie Sellick. 
The photograph was marked as: looking east at Slip H2, Glacier Sand & Gravel 
Co.~ 5975 E. Marginal Way s .. note discoloration at water along north side of 
slip. 
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Mr. Fuentes was later contacted by S/A Hattwig regarding the above referenced 
report and photograph. Fuentes indicated that he had a vivid recollection of 
the incident. He indicated that this observation was made during an overflight 
by helicopter from another s1te which was under investigation by £PA at that 
time. 

Additional Investigation and Technical Assistance Required 

Additional investigation consists of surveillance~ photographs. videotapes. 
and sampling of the discharges by Pioneer. Technical assistance wi11 be 
provided by Region 10 ESO Division and the Region 10 Lab at Manchester. WA. 
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On June 13, 1986 lee Moyer, owner/operator of Pacific Water Sport located on 
South Pacific Highway, Seattle, WA was interviewed by S/A Gerd Hattwi g 
regarding his (Moyer•s) observations of discharges of wastewater by the Pioneer 
Construction Materials Co. At this time Moyer reviewed a letter which he had 
written to the Dept. of Ecology (DOE) on May 23, 1986. Mr. Moyer indicated 
that this letter was written only one day after the observations and is an 
accurate description of his observations. The letter reads as follows: 

On M?Y 22, Ab1 98t6 
7
1 w

30
asPMteachi ndgdal dka~atk ctlhassf~n tthe

1 
~wamitshh Ri vetr i ~dthef l . 

even1ng. ou : we pa e 1n o e 1rs s 1p on e eas s1 eo 
the Ouwami sh downstream of the First Ave. Bridge where we saw a very l arge 
milky area in the wat er and two outlet s gushing what appeared to be wash ~ 
water f rom t he cement plant on the north shore of the inlet. I photographed ~· 
the extent of the colored area in the Ouwamish. There was a bar ge moored 
slightly inland of the outlets and the milky muddy water extended out from 
the bank almost to the outer edge of the barge. The current was along the 
north shore of the inlet away from the main Ouwamish channel and the muddy 
area extended to the inward end of the barge. In other words, the muddy 
water covered an area larger than the barge and the area between it and the 
shore together. 

The water was very turbid. I got out of my kayak and climbed up the bank. 
The area behind the bulkhead appeared to be a washing and settling area. 
The catchbasin trough along the inside of the bulkhead contained muddy 
flowing water that seemed to be draining under the .bulkhead and into the 
river. Next to the trough to the east was a turning auger half covered 
with the muddy water, which was kept agitated by the auger. This muddy 
water also seemed to be draining into the Ouwamish. I photographed as much 
as I could but I was using black and white film. 

This was not an accidental leak. It appeared that machinery was pumping 
and agitating the water so it would carry the mud into the Ouwamish. 

An employee confronted me as I stood on the top of the bank. In our brief 
encounter I asked if t hi s was a normal procedure and his reply was "of 
cou rse~ t his is a cement pl ant, isn•t it?" I returned to my kayak and he 
left. 
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the extent of the release. I also photographed the conveyor system which 
seemed to have dropped white powder where the high tide levels would wash 
it into the river. The system seemed to be in a poor state of repair. 

Mr. Moyer was then shown the photographs which he identified as having been 
taken by him on 5/22/86. Moyer wrote a brief description of each photo taken 
and initialed the same. 

Moyer also stated that on May 30, 1986 at approximately 9:20PM he was paddling 
his kayak into Slip #2 of the Duwamish and saw a watery substance gushing out 
from behind a 12 .. x 12" (approximate) steel plate which was fastened to the 
bulkhead. He indicated that the watery discharge was milky and made a large 
milky cloud in the water. Moyer indicated that he observed this discharge 
from approximately 9:20 to 9:40 PM and that it seemed to be a steady flow. 

Moyer stated he again ·observed a discharge from the Pioneer p 1 ant on 
June 4, 1986 at about 6:30 PM. At that time he was in a kayak and he 
videotaped this discharge which was occurring at the open drain below 
the auger. 

Moyer indicated that he made additional oboservations on June 11, 1986, at 
approximately 9:40 PM. At that time he was paddling in his kayak on the 
Duwam1sh River and upon entering Slip #2 he noticed that Pioneer Construction 
Material s Co. was discharging a watery substance from two distinct drains. 
Both discharges were muddy and the most westerly of the discharges was a very 
dark color. The more easterly discharge point, behind the square metal plate, 
was milky in color. Moyer was able to hear the equipment of the facility 
which was operating at the time. Moyer also indicated that he videotaped the 
discharges at this time and he observed this activity for approximately 15 
minutes starting at 9:40 PM. Moyer provided the original videotape to S/A 
Gerd Hattwi g. 

A complete debriefing of Moyer will occur at a later time. 
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Observations and Sampling on June 13, 1986 

Reference is made to ROI's 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporting possible violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction Materials Co. from discharges 
of wastewater into the Ouwamish River in an area designated as Slip #2. 

On June. 13. 1986 at approximately 8:15PM. Lee Moyer and S/A Ge.rd Hattwig S. 
traveled by kayak to the location of Pioneer Construction Materials Co. on the 
Ouwamish River . Upon arriving off-shore from the plant, located at the north 
side of Slip 12, the odor of cement was evident and discoloration in the water 
was noticeable. The source of this discoloration was a drain located behind 
an a_pproxi mate 12" x 1211 stee 1 p 1 ate on the south side of the faci 1 ity. 
The drain was discharging a large quantity of liquid which was gushing from 
behind the plate. The plume of the discharge was flowing toward the east part 
of the waterway and away from the Duwami sh River. The discharge was sampled 
by Lee Moyer as it entered the waters of the Duwamish. Additionally. a water 
sample was taken away from the discharge for comparative purposes and it appeared 
quite a bit clearer. There did not seem to be any other activity occurring at 
the. truck wash area of the plant. At approximately 8:23PM the surveillance was 
terminated while the discharge was still occurring. 

At 8:55 PM. Moyer and S/A Hat twig returned to the area of the Pioneer facility. 
The water off-shore from Pioneer, in the Ouwamish River, appeared to be quite 
clear. After turner into Slip #2 along the northern edge which is bordered by 
the plant, Moyer and S/A Hattwig observed that the water was turning gray and 
had an obvious odor of cement. Moyer and S/A Hattwig further observed that the 
discharge from the drain covered by the metal plate was still occurring. The 
discharge foamed as it entered the water. At approximately 9:03 an unidentified 
male was observed checking some parked cement trucks. The male, who was holding 
a clipboard, was described as: black, approximately s•6 .. to s•r tall, 
approximately 35 years of age, wearing a cap. The surveillance of the Pioneer 
plant was terminated at approximately 9:10PM at which time the discharge was 
still occurring. 
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Observations of lee Moyer on 6/19/86 

Reference is made to ROI's 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporting possible violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction through discharges of wastewater 
·into the Ouwamish River in an area designated as Slip #2. 

On 6/19/86 Lee Moyer contacted S/A Hattwig and indicated that this morning at ~. 
approximately 7:12AM he observed from the opposite shoreline a discharge of a 
discolored, wate~ substance from the drain which was covered by the metal plate. 
Moyer further indicated that he was videotaping the occurrence and that he was 
able to observe this discharge due to the fact that the tide was abnonmally low. 
The barge which would normally block any observation was low enough that he 
was able to observe the plate drain from the opposite shoreline. During his 
videotaping of the incident he was contacted by a male who was wearing a hardhat 
with the word Glacier written on it. This individual asked if he could help 
Mr. Moyer. Moyer indicated that he did not need any help. 
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Observations on 6/23/8~ 

Reference is made to ROI•s 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporting possible violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction from discharges of wastewater 
into the Ouwamish River in an area designated as Slip #2. 

Ofn 6/23/~6 S/AdHattwhi g observebdl akdi schargteP~f a 1 iqu1T· dh _subd~tanhce occu~ri ng '6. 
rom a p1pe un er t e cement oc area a 1oneer. 1s 1sc arge po1nt was 

to the east of the metal plate covered drain and was also to the east of the dock 
which is used to load/unload barges by Pioneer. The discharge was observed 
for a period of approximately 20 minutes from 7:35 AM to 7:55 AM and seemed to 
be steady. The discharge was not causing a large amount of discoloration in 
the water. The drain behind the metal plate in the bulkhead was not discharging 
at this time and neither was the open drain area to the west of it. 
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Observations on June 26, 1986 

Reference is made to ROI's 86-X-4-4 #l and #2 reporting possible violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction Materials Co. through discharges 
of wastewater into the Ouwamish River in an area designated as Slip 112. 

On June 26, 1986 S/A 's Mann and Hattwi g conducted a survei 11 ance at the 
concrete plant identified above. S/A Hattwig observed a discharge of ~ 
brown liquid from an open drain down the bani< of the waterway adjacent • 
to Pioneer. The brown 1 iquid ·was flowing as a steady stream from an area 
next to a screw-like machine and entering the waterway causing discoloration 
and foam1ng on the surface. During this period of time a number of cement 
trucks, some of them marked Glacier Sand & Gravel, and some of them marked 
Pioneer Sand & Gravel, were being washed down. The observation took place 
from the opposite side of the waterway from a public access area previously 
occupied by Alaska freight Co. Between 3:30 PM and 3:55 PM~ S/A Hattwig drove 
through the area a number of times and the flow of the brown liquid was visible 
on each occasion. 

At approximately 3:55 PM S/A Mann observed that the large water tank located 
on the Pioneer property was overflowing. S/A Mann witnessed a worker in a 
yellow hardhat operate a valve by the water tank which was overflowing. The 
worker operated this valve · three times while standing there and each time 
the flow of the brown liquid through the open drain into the Duwamish increased 
significantly. S/A Mann also observed that the liquid was brown in color 
and foaming when it hit the water in the waterway. 

At approximately 4:05 PM S/A's Hattwig and Mann were parked in their vehicle 
in front of the fanner Alaska Freight Co. and observed the same worker in the 
yellow hardhat operate a valve along the horizontal pipe connected to the water 
tank. This valve was operated with a lever and after this individual operated 
the valve the flow of brown liquid into the waterway increased significantly. 
After having opened this valve the worker in t he yellow hardhat entered a 
large skiploader and drove off toward the west end of the property. 

During the time from 4:05PM to 4:25PM the S/A's observed cement trucks being 
washed in that work area. At approximately 4: 25 PM the 1 arge tank overflowed 
again and a brown toalll.Y substance could be observed running down t he sides. A 
worker wearing a green hardhat and yellow shirt started to operate a valve at 
the bottom of the tank and the overflow stopped. However, the increase of 
li quid being discharged through the open drain increased significantly . 

REPORT MAOE BY 

S/A Gerd Hattwi g 
REVIEWING OFFICIAL 

SAIC Dixon McClary 
This documeot coma ins neil.he< cecommcn<Sations ne< conclusions of th.e EPA. It .s I he pcopeny of e 
E'PA and js loaned to vour agency; it and ilS contents are not to be dislfibated outsi~ vour age>'~cy. 

EPA Form 2720·9 (Rev. 3-84) 

OATE 

OATE 

Page -.Lof 2pages 

OAIGINA TING OFFICE 



CONTINUED; 

US ENVIRONMENTAL P-ROTECTION AGENCY 
OfFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

2. CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 #6 34W 

The worker wearing the green hardhat and yellow shirt was a white male, 
lo~ los., z~ to j~ years old, mustache, dark hair-collar length. At 
approximately 4:30PM this individual with the green hardhat was observed 
operating yet another valve and then was seen hosing down material with a 
high pressure water hose. He then operated two valves which he operated 
with a lever-type handle. Each time the flow of brown liquid through the 
open drain increased significantly. Subsequent to this action and some 
additional hosing down of the area with a high pressure water hose, this 
i ndi vi dua 1 was seen heading toward the office building on the west part 
of the facility. At approximately 4:37 PM a 1 arge cement truck backed up 
to the truck: washing area. This truck was identified by a number at the rear 
of the cab. The number was 74863. The truck was observed taking on 
brownish dark water and after some period of time discharging what appeared 
to be a darker brown liquid substance out of the back of the mixing 
tank. The individual operating the truck was wearing a red hardhat and blue 
overalls. The truck was blue and red in color. Another truck also pulled up 
during the observation time and took on a brownish looking water and then 
discharg~d "the apparent washout leftovers. onto the ground. During the same 
period of time a blue-green truck backed up to what appeared to be a tank with 

, .. a large screw rotating within it. This cement truck disch.arged a brownish 
watery substance which seemed to contain some sand and gravel into the tank. 
At approximately 4:45 PM this activity by the blue/green cement truck stopped. 

. ·I 
At approximately 4:45PM S/A 1s Hattwig and Mann drove along the edge of 
t he waterway opposite from Pioneer~ At that time the agents observed a 
discharge of a brownish liquid substance from a second point source. 
The discharge originated out of the cement wall adjacent to the water tank 
described earlier. The source of this discharge was partially obscured by a 
steel plate which appeared to be like an anchor in the cement wall. The fl ow 
from behind this pipe was quite strong as water was gushing all around 
it. This discharge was not observed on prior occasions. At approximately 
4:55PM the surveillance by S/A's Hattwig and Mann was terminated at Pioneer. 
At that time both discharge points, the open drain and the drain out of the 
cement wall, were discharing a brownish liquid. 
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Seattle 6/23/86 

SYNOPSIS: 

Observations on June 22, 1986 

Reference is made to ROI's 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporting possible violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction Materials Co. through discharges 
of wastewater into the Duwamish River in an area designated as slip #2. 

On June 23, 1986 Lee Moyer reported that at about noon on June 22, 1986, he t9. 
traveled by kayak to the Pioneer facility on the Duwamish River. Moyer 
indicated he observed a discharge of a discolored liquid from the "plate drain 11 

in the cement wall. Moyer also recorded this discharge by means of a video tape 
recorder. Moyer stated the discharge ran down the embankment and entered the 
water of the Duwamish creating a discoloration in the water. 

Moyer further stated that he did have a problem with his video recorder and 
that he recorded by accident over the prior recording he made on June 19, 1986. 
He indicated that on June 19, 1986 he video recorded a similar discharge from 
the same facility. 
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86-X-4-4 #8 34W 
3 PEfltOO COVERED 4 . REPORTING, O Ft: ICE 

Seat tle 

SYNOPSIS 

Reference is made to ROl's 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporting possible violations of 
the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction Materials Co. through discharges 
of wastewater into the Duwamish River in an area designated as Slip #2. 

On 8/20/86 S/A Hattwig conducted a surveillance of the Pioneer facility on t he 
Duwamish River. To the south of this concrete plant was a freshly painted 
building identified by a large sign painted on the building as Pioneer 
Construction Materials Co. Building Materials Warehouse. The street 
address was shown as 6335 1st Ave. South. North of this bui 1 ding is the pub 1 i c 
access to Slip #2. 

At about 5:30 PM S/A Hattwig observed a liquid discharge from an area below the \a 
large water tank and next to the auger-like piece of machinery. This liquid "f',. 
di scharge was running down the embankment and foaming as it entered the waters 
of the Duwamish. Concrete mixer trucks were being washed out and hosed down i n 
close proximity of the discharge. One of the concrete mixer trucks was labeled 
Glacier, Helping Build the West; number 74-941 on · the truck was visible with 
the aid of binoculars. Another mixer truck with a red and white stripe around 
its drum and a "W 11 on the door of the cab was also visible. The number of 
this truck was 350. Both these vehicles were observed being washed out and 
dumping large amounts of liquid near the area of the discharge. 

In addition to the discharge running down the embankment near the corner of t he 
auger-like ma~hi nery there was also a discharge observed about 50 ft. to the 
west along the bulkhead in an area where the shoreline becomes irregular. A 
liquid substance was observed running down the side of the embankment and 
i nto the Ouwamish. The source of this discharge was some type of hose or pipe 
f rom which the discharge is gushing. 

At approximately 6:40PM S/A Hattwig discontinued this surveillance which was 
conducted from his vehicle parked on the east side of lst Ave. South. During 
this period of surveillance the flow from both point sources described continued 
at a steady rate. 

At about 7:12 PM lee Moyer and S/A Hattwig resumed the surveillance by approaching 
the Pioneer facil i'ty f rom the waterside using kayak.s. They observed the liquid 
discharging from a black hose about l" in diameter, which was hanging over the 
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side of the cement wall . This dtscharge was p~eviously described as being ~~ 
about 50 ft. to the west of the open drain below the water tank. The discharge ~ 
from this hose was steady with a great deal of velocity. running down the 
embankment and into the Ouwamish at waterway #2. S/A Hattwig measured a pH of 
10.0 by means of a portable pH meter and Lee Moyer took a water sample in the 
small cove where this discharge entered the Duwamish. 

Additionally, Moyer and S/A Hattwig observed, suspended under about 2" of water 
a cloudy mass of blobs, gray in color, that would disi ntegrate when disturbed. 
Moyer videotaped this and took water samples. S/A Hattwig used the portable 
pH meter and measured a pH of 10.1 in the water containing the oddly suspended 
b 1 obs. 

At about 7;20 PM Moyer and S/A Hattwig were offshore from the comer of the 
auger-·l ike machine and observed a brownish gray substance cascading down the 'bk' 
embankment and flowing into the Duwamish. The discharge originated just west "~ 
of t he comer and was causing foat11 when it entered the Ouwamish. Again Moyer 
videotaped the discharge and took a water sample at the point where the 
liquid entered the Ouwamish. S/A Hattwig, using the portable pH meter, measured 
a pH of 11.2 in the Ouwamish at the point of discharge and a pH of 12.1 in the 
discharge as it cascaded down the embankment. At about 7:38PM the survei llance 
team left the area as both point sources were discharging at a steady f l ow. 

At about 8;45 PM Moyer and S/A Hattwig paddled past the Pioneer plant again 
and observed that both point sources were sti 1l discharging at about 
the same rate as had been noted previously. 

During this surveillance from the kayaks no discharge was observed from behind 
a metal plate in the cement wall to the east of the current discharge. However, 
discoloration from prior discharges was clearly visible on the wall below the 
plate. 

On shore S/A Hattwig took custody of the videotape and the samples. The samples 
were sent to the EPA Lab at Manchester for anal,ysis. 
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1. TITLE 

UNITED STATeS ENVIRONMENTAL. PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUM BER 

Pioneer Construction Materials Co. 86-X-4-4 #9 34W 
3. PERIOD COVERED 4 . REPORTING O Ff iCE 

Seattl e 

SYNOPSIS Observations on 8/25/86 
Reference is made t o R0l 4 S 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporti ng poss i bl e violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pi oneer Construction f rom discharges of wastewater 
into the Duwami sh River in an area designated as Sl ip 12. 

On 8/25/86~ at approximately 5:35PM, S/A Gerd Hattwig was at a surveillance 
point just east of Slip #2 at the Duwamish Waterway and between the operating \\.,. 
facility of Pioneer and a building renovated for use by the same company. 
S/A Hattwig observed a visible discharge of a liquid substance from a pipe 
below the cement block area (also see ROI 86-X-4-4 #5). The discharge was 
occurring from the. same point observed by S/A Hattwi g on 6/23/86. 

At approximately 5: 39 PM S/A Hattwi g observed the discharge of a brownish c.;? 
liquid material from the area below the water tank at the Pioneer facility. ~~ 
Th is brownish liquid was coming from an open drain. The liquid was running 
down the embankment and foaming as it entered the waters of the Duwamish. 
During that time there were various activities going on at the plant. For 
example, a skiploader was in operation on a barge which is tied to the dock at 
Pioneer. The area of the drainpipe, covered by the 12 x 12 metal plate, was 
not visible due t o the fact that the large barge (the one being unloaded) was 
bl ocki ng t he view. 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
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86-X-4-4 ffol 0 34l.J 
3. PEHIOO COVERED 4 . REPORTING OFFICE 

Seattle 

SYNOPSIS: 

Observations on 8/27/86 

Reference is made to ROI 's 86-X-4-4 #1 and #2 reporting possible violations 
of the Clean Water Act by Pioneer Construction Materials Co. through 
discharges of wastewater into the Ouwamish River in an area designated as 
slip #2. 

On 8/27/86 at about 5:05PM S/A's Mann and Hattwig were conducting a surveillance 
from across 1st Ave. ::iouth between the area of Pioneer Construction Materials 
and a building to the south ot it. Look1ng to the west~ 7 cement trucks were 
visible at the cement truck wash area being washed. Also visible was a hose at 
t he western part of the truck washing area and it was discharging a Hquid 
substance . Wetness was visible all down the bulkhead and the water was running 
into the water of the Duwamish at Slip /12. There was an individual 
shoveling material over the bulkhead into Slip #2. He shoveled material 
over the side. The man that was shoveling was described as a black male with 
a beard, wearing a blue hat and blue coveralls. At 5:13 PM the individual 
ceased shoveling after 35 shovels over the side. A liquid substance continued 
running from the point source located toward the western part closest to the 
office facility of the truck wash area. 

At 5:20PM the S/A's observed a discharge from a pipe which is located 
di rectly under the area where the cement blocks are poured; which is at the 
eastern part of Slip #2 on the north side. 

Surveillance was interrupted temporarily at 5:20 PM. 

At 5:35 PM the S/A's continued surveillance from across the street in the public 
parking area across from the cement plant . The l arge water tank was just 
overflowing. Jt was overflowing at both sides at that time. Two individuals 
were now cleaning out the channel that runs parallel to the cement wall which 
extends up from the bulkhead and throwing shovels of material over the side as 
described earlier. A second individual~ a white male, joined the black male 
described above and engaged in the shoveling over the side. This second male 
was wearing a green hardhat, sleeveless green shi rt,. with dark blond hair, 
with a mustache and glasses. Approximately another 12 shovels of material 
were observed being thrown over the side at that point. At 5:40PM the water 
tank began overflowing again - a large plume was cascading over the side of the 
tank. The shoveling operation was still going on at this time. There was a 
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steady traffic of cement trucks pulling up to the wash and emptying their 
tdnks. The prev1ous1y described black male with the overalls had a name written 
on the left side of his coveralls in red. However, the name was not readable 
from the point of surveillance. 1\t 5:44PM, the shoveling operation at the 
trench appeared to be moving along from the east to the \'Jest and the workmen 
w~re shoveling the debr1s over the cement wall into slip #2 of the Ouwamish. 
From their vantage po1nt S/A's were unable to determine whether the debris was 
entering the water or merely the tide area (it would depend on how high the 
tide was at this time). At 5:52PM the shoveling operation over the side 
continued. Cement trucks were still pulling in and being washed. At 6:07PM 
the shoveling operation continued and S/A Mann, with the afd of binoculars. 
observed material entering the water. S/A Hattwig observed on prior 
surveillances, by kayak, to the shoreline of the Pioneer facility that 
inevitably the material which did not hit the water will be washed into the 
river at the next high tide. 

At approximately 6:10PM the surveillance was discontinued. At that time the 
hose to the west of the water tower was still discharging, material was still 
being shoveled into the Duwamish and the pipe below the cement block area was 
still discharging liquid. 
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1. TITLE 

Pioneer 

UNlTEO STATES ENVlRONMENTALPflOTECTION AGENCY 
OffiCE Of CRIMINAL INVESnGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 #12 34W 

3. PERIOD COVERED 4. REPORTING OFFICE 

Seattle 
.SYNOPSIS: 

Discharge on 9/3/86 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #13 by S/A Cotm~odore Mann reporting 
the execution of a federal criminal search warrant on 9/3/86 at Pioneer 
Construction Materials Co., 5975 E. Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA. 

_On 9/3/86 at approximately 3:45PM during the surveillance prior to the 
execution of the search warrant S/A CormlOdore Mann and Andrew Hess, EPA-ESO 
made an observation from a boat of a l iquid discharge at Pioneer, East 
Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA. The discharge was observed flowing into the 
Ouwamish River on the north side of Slip No. 2. The discharge appeared from 
the vicini ty of the auger and the seawall at Pioneer. The liquid flowed from 
t hat area over a pile of rock and debris and into the Duwamish. The liquid 
was gray and cloudy in color. After approximately 5 minutes the flow of liqui d 
slowly t apered off until there was no longer any discharge into the river. 
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1. TITLE 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE Of CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

Pioneer Constn1ction 

2. CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 #ll 34W 

3. PERIOD COVERED 4. REPORTING OFFICE 

Sf"attl~ 12/30/86 
SYNOPSIS: 

; 

·.·. 

The following information addnPsses the structure of Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co. 

This inf·omation 1s based on Oun and Bradstreet reports.:•- public records, and 
researc~ by the writer. 

Company/Corporation 

NaP~e: Pioneer Construction Materials Company (.a divis.1on of P.iedel 
International Inc.) 

.Addres.s: · Hearlquarters (Ou~.,amisil l{iver Fa.cility)- 5975 East Margirial Way S • 
Seattle, ~JA 

Facilities: 

a. Lake Union Facility- 901 Fairview Ave. North 
s~~attle. WA 

b·. Ouwamish River facility--address cCJotained in #2 above 
.. 

. ·Parent Corpor:-at1on:. Riedel International Inc. - P.O. Box .3320 
, · · PortJand. OR 

Statt~ of Incorpor.ation: Riedel International Inc. 12/21/37 -Oregon 
(subsidiary of l<i~d~l Resources !nc •• Portlet.nd. ORl.~ 

Registered Agent·: llnknCMn 

··In lY84. Riedel Resources was fonr.ed and fn 1985 was reported to be 
the ttolding company of Riedel International Inc. Rie<:Jel International 
Inc. is involved in heavy construction. dre<ig1ng, sand. gravel. concrete. 
towi ti.g ana ba rg€' 11 nes; emp 1 oys betw~en 1000-2000 peop 1 e and has reJ:-Ortea 
sal~s of $200.ooo.ooo accorc11 ng to Dun and Bra<lst reet r'€port dated 
1/1~/86. Piedel International Inc. is also involved in provicing 
environmental services throu~h R1eC:f.'l Erwirom:tental ServicP.s Inc •• a 
subsidiary. In. i9i·n. EPA at-1ard~rl l<iedel International the 
~m~rgency ~esponse Cleam1p Services (CRCS) Contract, coverin9 all 
"SuF•..>rftHid" sites west of the Mis.~i!\Slf•fJi includ1ng P.lasJ-o. Hawaii 
C!fld the u.s. Trust T(~rritori.es. Til~ ~.nvi ronr;:ental Servic~s ll1v. of 
P1erir:-l International wds chos,~n as tt1e sole e111t.~r9ency respnnsE: 
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2. CONTROL NUMBER 

or!;anization for all rt.-med1al i1Ct1on involving hazardous wastt~ f!k1to.r·ial. 
R1eael J.nteroational Inc. controls a numter of othP.r svbsidi<ides 
incl:Jd1n~ Pioueer Construction Material!' Co. and !)as off1cP.s ct. thc:-
fo 11 C•wi r.g 1 ocat i (lliS: 

Port l ,'!no. OR 
San Francisco. CA 
Richmond. CA 
lone;; Beach. CA 
Seattle, WA 
St. louis, MQ 
~onolulu. HI 
Moot rea 1 • Quebec 
Vancouver, BC 
Hamilton, Bermuda 
fU o de ,Janeiro, Srazi 1 
foz do Ignacu. Brazil 
Mexico City, Mex1co 
Wak~ Island (job office) 
Ste1laco~n, WA (sand and gravel plant) 

As of 7/15/86 the corporate offtcers of Riedel International Inc. 
Wi~ re 11 s ted as : 

Arthur A. Riedel. Chairman of the Soard 
Ronald G. W1tcosky, President 
Joseph ·R. NcGuinn. Executive V1ce-Pres1dent/Secretar:.v 
Vemon c. Scott. Execut1v~ Vice President· 
Jamshed Oastur. Executive Vfce President 
Robert E. Westenmann, Exec. Vice President 
Robert Bittnet-. Vice P:·esfd~nt 

Arthur A. Riedel is also thP only director listed. 

As of 12/31/83 ~ieoel lnternat1onal assets w~re listea as $5l.99l.3bl 
with a net worth of $l7.fi25,93l and sales of $l52,9AB,553. On Oecember 
29. 1985 Riedel £nv1ron~ntal ServicE's Inc •• a subsidiary of Rtedel 
International Inc •• was cons1d·?ring a pr.Jbl1c stock offering in l9B6 to 
provide for- additional ~Jrowth. Assets were reported at $60,000,000. 
lhe public offering -v1as SUj)[.iOSed to raise al:>out $20,000,000 .. 

Pioneer Construction i>l;}teric:ds Cr_,. is a division of Rfe1el lntemcltioMl, 
headquarters 1n Port·iaM, 0P.. Thi~. ,--:hfis1on ~mpJ(lys ab0ut 40e 
p~cr~le in the S(~attle/Tacoma ~r~a •.. !.smes R~i..lr:tdn is pr€si:leot of 
f>t <•ne~ r. fJi onec~r st=· 11 s ret~ il bui l d ;;~~ mater1 a 1 s to tf';~ 1wb 1 i c. but. <1l so 
operates fOllr concret\: thixir,~ plaflts onG ~ tl-i!f:t of CP.r•l(:nt rr:ixt>r trucks in 
the gr\~<ttPr Seattle/Tacoma itr~a. 

This document cootams neither recommencSations n01 conclusions of the EPA. It is the P'oPertv of the 
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1. TITLE 

UNITEO STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE Of CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

. REPORT Of INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

Pioneer Construction Materials Company 86-X-4-4 #13 34W 
3. PERIOD COVERED 4. REPORTING OffiCE 

Seattle 9/8/86 

SYNOPSIS: 

Search Warrant 

On 9/3/86 U.S. Magistrate John l. Weinberg issued a criminal search warrant 
for Pioneer Construction Materials. 5975 E. Marginal Way South. Seattle, WA. 
{206-764-3000). The search warrant was based upon a written affidavit of S/A 
Gerd Hattwig. The search warrant was issued under Magistrate's Docket #86-
231M-01. Copies of the search warrant and affidavit are attached. 

On 9/3/86 at approximately 1:30PM the following individuals met at the Seattle 
Area Office to discuss the search warrant and the property list of items to be 
seized pursuant to the warrant: 

1. S/A Gerd Hattwig 
2. S/A Dixon McClary 
3. S/A Ken Purdy 
4. S/A Commodore Mann 
5. S/A lorie Hanson 
6. Paul Boys. EPA Region 10 
7. Dan Bodien. EPA Region 10 
8. Jim Hileman. EPA Region 10 
9. Dan Tangerone, EPA Region 10 

10. Andrew Hess, EPA Region 10 
11. Dan Cargill, WA Dept. of Ecology {WDOE) 
12. Richard Koch, WOO£ 
13. Mark Horton. WDOE 

At the meeting, the above named individuals discussed the affidavit for the 
search warrant, the search warrant and the property list of items to be seized. 
All the above were given a copy of the search warrant and property list. All 
the above were part of the search team. (Note: Mark Horton, WDOE, entered the 
Pioneer complex at the beginning of the search then departed the area shortly 
thereafter.) 

On 9/3/86 at approximately 4:45PM S/A's Hattwig and McClary entered the Pioneer 
Construction Materials Corporate Headquarters building, 5975 E. Marginal Way 
S., Seattle, WA. At the corporate hqs. the agents met Ron Summers, Operations 
Manager of the Pioneer facility. The agents identified themselves to Summers. 
Summers was given a certified copy of the search warrant. 
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During the search Summers, Jim Repman, President of Pioneer, and Bob Tea were 
interviewed. Those interviews will be the topic of separate reports. 
During the search, Charles R. Blumenfeld and Linda Christopherson, Attorneys 
at law, arrived at the Pioneer facility. The two attorneys stated they were 
there at the request of Jim Repman. At the conclusion of the search Repman 
reviewed the inventory of items seized in the presence of Blumenfeld and 
Christopherson. A copy of the inventory was left with Repman. 

The agents departed the Pioneer facility at approximately 10:25 PM. A total of 
54 items were seized. This total included soil and liquid samples taken on 
Pioneer property. The items seized were transported to the Seattle Area Office 
and secured. The samples were transported on 9/4/86 to the EPA Manchester lab 
for analysis. 
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1. TITLE 

3. PERIOD COVERED 

SYNOPSIS: 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

P6-X-4-~ #11 34~ 

4. REPORTING OFFICE 

2/11/87 

P.etE-r~~nce i~ :.tadt• to P.Ol i~f->:-4-tl l;13 (1c~scdhin~1 the ~i1mpl tng of rnate:rials 
during the ~xecut1 on of 8 ff.'cff! red st-orclc w~ rrant on 9/3/H6 at Pioneer 
Construction r"!ateriah: Co., loc~ted ilt :-.975 E.. Harg1na1 Uay. S., SP.attle. WI\. 

Atte!Cht•d are the results of tne an;dysis of these samples by thf> EPA Lao 
at Mancnes te r, WA. Tl"t~ d i a~ ratn and chart were prep a re<t by Ja~s Hi 1 ema n • 
Tear.1 l~~der, T.eCttoical ~upport S~ction, Environr.1ental Servict~S 01v •• £PA. 
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Pioneer Construction 
Ouwami sh R i VE'r 

Turbidly pH lAB Cond@25C Alka'lnty Solids So1 i 
Meter Meter Meter Total T-Oissol T-SuspE 

NTU Std Unts umho/cm mg/1 mg/l mg1 
Station Date Time Lab# 82079 403 95 410 70300 53( 

----------------------------------- -------- ---- ------- --------- ------ ------ -------- -------- ------· 
EAST ENO Of WASHOUT TRENCH AT GATE 86/09/03 18l2 360103 3600 13.06 9678 18000 2900 2919( 
EAST ENO OF WASHOUT TRENCH AT GATE 86/09/03 1808 360104 1480 13.02 8790 8939 2520 1200C 
SOLlOS ·SCREW TANK 86/09/03 1820 360105 5400 13.16 11116 24694 3330 4020( 
LOT SETTLING BASIN 86/09/03 1830 360106 3900 13.14 10760 17959 3260 2839( 
OUWAMISH R AT EOGE NR SOLIDS SCREW TAN 86/09/03 1845 360Hl7 1.4 s.so 2.,90 tO 106 19325 
BELOW HOLE IN WALL BEfORE lST SETT BAS 66/09/03 1836 360108 200 12.96 6360 2020 1562 89( 
OUWAHISH R M£0 CHANNEL 86/09/03 2008 360111 1.7 7.74 30778 97.9 20676 



1. TITLE 

Pioneer 

UNITED $fATES ENVIRONMENTAL PAOrtCTION AGf:NCY 
OfFICE 01' CRIMINALINVtSTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
2. CONfROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 H27 34W 
3. PERSON INTERVIEWED t:. ll[PQRTING OfFICE 

Dennis J. Brenner Seattle 10/27/86 

5LOCATI0N 6. DATE 

Seattle) l~A 10/9/86 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #22 by S/A Commodore Mann reporting the 
execution of a federal search warrant at the Pioneer Construction Material 
·company's lake Union facility on 10/9/86. The search warrant had been issued 
by U.S. Magistrate Philip K. Sweigert, under Docket No. 86-274M-Ol, on 10/9/86. 

During the execution of the above search warrant, S/A Dixon E. McClary 
interviewed Dennis J. Brenner, a Pioneer employee. Brenner stated that he had 
worked at the lake Union facility for approximately 6 l/2 years. Brenner 
indicated that the Lake Union facility has been under its current ownership 
for approximately the past three years. Brenner stated that his job, among 
other things, was to fill the cement trucks with diesel fuel. 

Brenner was asked about the large amount of standing 1 iquid in the truck ,.yard." 
Brenner explained that approximately one month ago Pioneer began allowing its 
cement truck wash water to flow into the yard. Vacuum trucks would periodically 
remove some of the wash water but the vast majority would remain. Brenner 
continued that he was concerned about the standing liquid since the diesel fuel 
storage tank was located in the middle of the yard, underneath the liquid. The 
fill spout was reportedly submerged. Brenner indicated that he would not be 
able to replenish the diesel fuel in the tank when it ran out. 

S/A McClary asked Brenner what Pioneer had been doing with the wash water in 
the past. Brenner replied that they had been disposing of it into lake Union. 
Brenner continued that the wash water was discharged north of the auger through 
a wall directly into the lake. Brenner concluded by stating that the discharge 
point was now covered by a metal plate. 

Brenner provided a residential address of 17301 Meadowdale Drive, lynnwood; WA 
98037, telephone 206-745-3632. _ 

REPORT MADE BY 

McClaU~ SA£C Dixon 
REVIEWING OFfiCIAL 

-, 
I 

fhis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EPA. It is the proc•e••v of the 
EPA and is loaned to yovr agency; it and its co"tents ate nol \o be distrtbute:l oul$it.le vo<.r agen.;y 
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1. TITLE 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

~ioneer Construction Materia15 c~. 

3. PERIOD CQVERED 4. REPORTING OFFICE 

5~~tt1~ lC/IS/86 

SYNOPSIS: 

l.ln '-~/ll ~~~6 S/A Gerd Hattwi y sta rt~)d i\ survf!ill ~·net· (.f "tht- cone ret~~ iJ l c~nt o;~~r.-~tt:·{i 
hy Pioneer constructlon "li1t~r1ols Co. at the south end 'Jf L~b~ Union in Seottl~. 
~..!~',. Tne stN>et ih1<!r~ss of this plunt. is 9(~) F~·i rvi:?l" ~w~. ~;orth, SP.attle. t~A. 

fror;. B:50 M! to 9:l2 A1•: S/A Hattw1~ ')bServt:~<} Ute ste-'lr!.Y flow of a ~;r·ayish-hrown 
f iQtJit1 running out from " po1 nt n~ltJut 311 tt. up <2 towt~r-1 1i<!" s truct?JrP.. Thl s 
tower was part of the conveyor helt syst~:" wllicn tnwsportt~d 'iiin;; ?.11(1 ~irovel trcm) 
tl~e pier 1nto the '.:oncrf-!te mix1n!; ph:-~t. L~ui1t on tl\1r) ph>r wrdo~ ~Xtf!r•ds nortb 
into UH:E> :toion W-'S d lar~}e craM~. ~and ;HH1 !Jrove1 bilrg~?s wert! t1t:>d ~P to "\:.his 
vh~r. Th~ t1i schargt:• ran ou;: ot Vie ~·n·~ (If a p1 ;.;e, t~ ll about 30 ft. onto thf! 
p1Pr anc ran r:·w~r th<~ €'~St sil.le of tt;e pier il'ltc i.ak~ IJnion. The Lakf' 
:.o~at~r tlas d1scoloref.! ir~ ;,tn ar(~i'! about lu• b.>· lU' •·lhic!' \oJ,.S v1sihh' frOI'' tt:t"~ 
opposite- siHH';;- ot thfJ wat;:orwa_y. Als0 visi!llr- frn~ ttds locaticm was r. convf:>.YO'' 
''~=' l t. ~'" i ctl h'<' ~. opE- rating. 

Ad<tit.il)nally. S/!' Hatt\d!f ohserv<'~r~ ni,nerou~ concn:tt"· r:!ixt~r tt'!JCk~ !:-t!in'j \o<?.$i!~J 
OUt anr:l t1iSCtli~rgirtq VltStf:W.'iter ir1t0 t;r~(> rN:ov~r_y syster::. f!'~:W C.:>f"'Cret.~ tn..:ck;,; 
~¥ere ~riv1ng in ttH>. y~trt1 of this plant in .')hO!.tt ·!' to l l/?.' (!f r.~•Jrt..y ~;ri'I.Y
nro"i'l w~tl."r--high P.rFlu~;h tr• co~tH' t.tte tires up to th<: dr!1 or t!!t- 1-;t~let:ls. 

~rOtii .:.:bout 1:~5n 1:;!·1 t(; l:~u Pr·t :i/P'<:- fiur'uy. MQnn~ ~-1cClary ;;nr. Hat~\~~i~ ohs~rvE·O :~ 
continuous cischar~je cd muddy liquid onto th£, rier frons th~ tower-like? struct:Jr~::!. 

At a:·;)t.;t !:-:Gi~ PI~ 'S/f.. ~~c-ttrd~l returnt•~ t.o U•e Sllf"\"·:il ~,,nu: crw t.r.ok 'i;> c jl(:~-it1.:m 
.;,lor:, the pubiic pdN;1n9 are~ nlon'J Lakf" l.!nim; •. n.t th.n tir;!e t!h' 'iisc:f.~rr.,~f.' frcl;q 

tilP t•Mer ~-as no lort9(,r ccctu·rirH_; •. ~-/ft !-~ett;ioiig dJS!~rvP.ti 8 lar~e nt~n:her of 
cor;c r-Yte mixer tl"'-.:ct.:~; n:turni(lu to ttH:~ ;.dnnt ~nc \.":!1Silins O~Jt !.t!·~ir 0rurr6 in tn;:. 
truo \·~3s.t1 are~. f.', '.'<'•titE· !''eli-! wos also ch~(:rvec •)per~tin:J o s!dl,l!)arl~r ~n.-~ 
digs! flfj out SOil~ ~ri~.J· n:att:ri ~ ~ 1 n tht" vicinity of tht• t r·uci<. l-tQ~h ?. r~(j at (.!bout 
S:3~ :Jt',. 1"~ ~,r<Jy !H3tt.er ~wp~arE><! tr; ~e wet cenJE:nt det~ds t.hct l,,as t1ein~; 
r!~:!:c, ... ,~d fi"O!f. an ,:,r~>a t.o tiH~ ~!':'St. of ttu:~ ~H•=:,lt>r-li><e recnv~ry syst~:.·;:;. ltns ·~ri'ly 
:~:(;trr··iul appeare~ to t~-e very ¥t!?t sine~ lhp.!i0 , .. a~ orip~,Jing fror:t tilt.• bvcb.~t r)f 

tt";cw ~rO•IH•n•~ l0i:'11£:'r ;J~; it t.rtrns;:;~>rr..er: t~e> ::r,:;.tt,riol. p,~ m(l:t:ricl was •lt.i!llp~lj 

0n '!-;t·~~e high rih:-s ,,~, 1-•h~t tlf'f'~d:"~<! t~l be l.f!.'fF,:.,-,t vJaSt~~ 011 t!~~~ vi£:St Si:~t;- ()f 
th~.· .- roperty. S/.1 HC~tt \rl ~~ :"!1 ::.c: nnt i c.ea tilt> pr~st-:-flte oi .. c '''~ta I p ldtt.-: on t:he 
Cf~ll't' ·t \lntll of -u.~~ C·'··:;frn: ;·l<~st~7>J,J1:r!r settlir.:l tcnk. 'H:is ,,i~t~' Has .;n tl!.:~ 
r- ;:.::.. !" ~al I ~'it. r.. t~,·, <; mt Vir:· r·•~ ~~!h! 0 f t. h~ r.-. r-ti-- ~~,::··-~F .. ..:, t h.=: ~-~-: c c-;> r; ;_, r.d t IIi r-:: ;,:H:,(! 

•;iii··~~~ ((.fll.l!"ttl!l~i it'{W1 t:;r· s.),,u,). >J~·t:!:;-s~- ._·,n tl'i'~ u~'r,;-!ot ~ .. ~·li ;;r!):!H1 tiw· r~wt.cl 
was : .. !~•ar-ly visihl~. !;c.-:>:'1<:,- t:H• ;:>f~ttl plr.r~:: ~LPP<:"Jn!i! rot;!? :jfJ. 

REPORT MADE BY 

S/A f; ~rf.l Hatn"19 

REVIEWING OFFICIAL 
Sf\IC ·)i xo" ll!cC l a ry 

Tllos document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EPA. It is the propetty of the 
EPA and is loane<l to your agency; it and its contenls are nor to be distributed outside your agency. 
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US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 2. CONTROL NUMBER 
OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
CONTINUED: 

At 5:"i4 Ptt: S/A H(Sthd~j ohs0.rv~d ti't> ?i•;nr:>er focility fror.. t.hf' f:<Ublic pier 
locat~o on the ~.~est sid•~ of t~S:> pla11r .• Lockin~, r.-C~st, piles of Cel'lf•nt rfehris 
;,t:?n~ vi~1hlc <>.lon9 U•r.> nortt-> ar.d vH"''>l. ')!IOr~lini' of thf' Pi:)flf~f'.f' i>lcnt. lt 
i'iii:>•~3r•:o thr.t cemttnt. ·1ehris f\(;~''e0 or rolled into th,~ soutl~ f':n(: of Lckf.' Pn1oll. 

!Jn 9/12/':~6 ~:F\ H~tt~d~t resurn(~ti ttis s•.~r·veillanc1~ of til~ ~,ion1~f'T plant <tt L-iih~ 
Union. M. a~)out q: 2~.~ N~ with th~ 1:1orni nr. sun $hi r.1 n~; on the t ruci< vu~sh a rE>c.. 
S/A H~ttwi~ oDserved the discharge of a ltquic tro~ th~ flooaP~ yard through a 
ch.:mn£~1 hetween thf' rndid'NH~ aM the south f.'nci of settlirg tank.. !\ concr~tl> 
mixer t.r!Jck was ohsE-rv~'J tlischi•r·~1n:; l'i4uid an-.1 sltHlt;f) intc th~~ <ltl~)('r-lHe 
r~c ov~ ry s_y stem 1-1h i c.h c,:~use•1 an uvt• rt low of l i qui:.· r ren: tt'IP system ~~t t n~_, 
south ~n<l. It :1ppecH't-~c frrw' HH:• proxirdtj of 1.11<" n~crwf?r:• systf.'n: ov~rt'loliJ to 
the ch~nn1:-1 :;ettv~en th~' bu1kh<~oc <'n<l th~~ settlitHj ti•M: that this hq1Jid v1a~ 
runnin~; thrnugh this ch;wn~d into tr.e lake. 1\ ·nea{jy stredm of tllis liquid 
~:as ohserved tn bt? flowirt(j into l.akt~ :Jnil)r. an~' continued until atw<Jt l:OO P~·i 

when surveillance was tennin~teri • 

. n,dditionally. S/A Hrytt~~.tic; Ol'5(•rverl Uct thf:: low<~r 11?-lf or th~ rn<~tal plate Gn 
the Cf.>N£•nt w~ll of the s1~tt1lng tani;, !IdS wet. T!;r:· Wilh!r levf.'l of t:t':e la~t=~ I'J<'I> 
abe>:it 3ft. h.elow tilf.~ ;:,late c.nr! n0 t-.:t:•t.r:~.'SS. •~;,:;, visii.)ir: a"'. iH'y ott-J-?.r ar~~il 'm 
the set.tlio9 t;,n~ \o~all .!ft ttu• So't!t~: h(~i~;11t. Htt• orf.·o ju~t. !)e1ow tn~ n~tal 
r.:lbt~· .'Jp(.·~ar-E:d to t1e Ht.~t ar•d ·"'as cleorl.Y st.aine(; gr(}y. 

Add1tion;~)1y .. dt 9:47 .l\?.'l• d hrov/11 liquid ... ~.~~~ «\)!dn ot•S•.~:rv,;:oo t.o be (!lschargir.'J tror:: 
tile tower-l11u:. structun:. The convt'!ycr helt system wus OiJPratin9 at tt'lat ti~ 
ano th<" crane an-1 clan1shell .n th~ en<f of tnis pier ~,!a;, unloddin9 sana dnd 
grllw~l fro~ a n;trge. 1hf~ fiO\U nt tr.e nrown l'iquid v>!S h"SS than ha•:' beNl 

observ~d on 9/11/86. At lO:% A!-1 the flow from the to•1er 1ncl"'(!aSed significantly 
.3nd wa') fonning pu<iclles on thro j}ier. At l?:4S f,M S/A Hat:twig WitS jo1oec.1 on 
the surve-ill«mce by Sjt'.'s ;-·~cClitry, t<an:'l ~w1 ?urdy en th!" f:a•;t side of t!H~ 
wat.erv~ay. Looking west ~111 the d~W!lts witrwssr-:(1 th~ flr)t: of a br01-mish l1qld•i 
into liik<'! Uoion trotr, the char.nel h~tween ttte settli11g tank bnd th~ hdkt:ead. 
At t~at time the discharge frvm the ~cr..-~e"' r1a!1 sto;.Jped. ~~;e-nr:s Ol)served. IH.::wever. 
ttl at thE:< pi1:r undP.r tht• t0v1~r and on the ~~.:lst eoge w~ef'(" the l i t.jUH would havP. 
ent~red lake Union w3S sttn 'Jif:!:. Surveillanc~ was. ttm;:in;;tea at 1:00 Pf'1 on 
9/12/f!.o. 

On 9/15/P:f. at 9:(lf.1 M~ t;:jl·. ~att~,;iq r(~:..~w;~!'; S'Jrveillar.C(~ at Pioneer'~; Lake ~Inion 
facility. S/f.. Hattwi~l ot:serv~:ct concN~t~ ;;,her trucl!.s t::=ir1~i washed and thf.' 
contP.nts of their druws hein~ C:ttmpP.d into trre auyer-iilre r..:covery :;ystem. Th•:• 
m;~tal p1ate att-i!Cilect to Ute woll ot tht=:- sett'liny tMl!.: was w~t. P..c, arNi ?.l'out. 
1ft. ext~nain~ around illlc1 aNJVf.' th~ i-'l;)t.e o•' t~->~ ce;•;ent ·.tail flltlS ctls<:l 1vet. 
No rain h.arl h~en f<'}llinQ 3n•J t.iw H~W:<> of L;;kE tln1on w1.:>rt~ <Wc,t.lt? ft:. he.io\'~ 
the llletal p)ate. At:dition&ll}. thP soutlH~rn corner 01' th<~ l:iet<ll p1at.: w;;:s 
COVi.~rP.d with a yraJ mater1al. ,!s was thA t-n~ire are<1 <HtJ!Ctly below ttlE" t~tal 
t'late. None::· of til~se c;:~nditirms ·~xist.c>(1 as of 1:0lt P~; or. IJ/l?./1!/ .... It see~>~CI 
obvious that a dischar~e fror11 trtP. settitnu t~nk occurred hetween l:llO P!":, 
9/12/86 and 9:00 Ar:t, on 9/l'j/~::6 throug:-: a drdin hetdM the ~tal plate. (Here
after referred to as l'l~tdl plate drain.} 

Add1":.ionl!ll obser>~atfons from thfl pvhlic. pier to thf! west of the Pioneer tacf11ty 
disclosed two clearly distinguishable drain holes in th~ concrete bulkhead. 

Th1s d<M:ument co"tatns neother re<:ommendatoons nor conclustons of the EPA It rs the property of the 
EPA end is loaned to your agency; it and its oontents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS A(_ f.._ 4 -ll ~f. U :~ ,1~.; 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
CONTINUED: 

i~ot.n dr;dn holes wP.r~ markt?d by qr.:1y ~tains leadins to;..~~·rr1 ttH~ ~-;.ner lir.~. 
NeitllPr of the <"Jra1ns "Pf'(~t:~red to ~o oisch<'trgin~J at thc:.t tir.1~. t.>t;t tro::1 tt;l' :.!ray 
~tahs 1t was ohviou~ t!•;il. a·ischarges !l<td occltrr~d fron·~ t.hes{' !.lt)lnt ~(1urct:><-: in 
tht! iJ8St. Hoth !:If t'W r!roi:'l<; wt:rt.l 1ocatt!~ ir. dfl "ti!?: <1irec~1y bf?:l~)l,·) th~ lrlr~<' 
cer.!f!t:t waste pile or. tlw 1·1est sidf> of the Pionf. .. f"!r tacilit.y. !his s<.~rveil.IMtC!· 

was terminated at 9:4? AM. 

On 9/l5/'i36, at ahout 5:30 Prr.. S/A. Hatr.Hig r~SU('ll'!d UH~ surveillanc~ of P1oni•er•s 
LakP. IJoion facilit.Y fro(':! across vtaterwa_y #6. A. nw:1!>P.r nt concret·:· mixer trucks ·• 
were pullin9 into th€ tr:,ck vi<"Sh crea. The trucks Wf>f~' bf:'lny \•tasheCJ out and r.hf.'· 
content of their drums ~ere t,..l"~~ dw:;pP.r! int() t.hf~ a~~~Jer-like r~r.overy ~ystf!m. 

The- metal plate drain on tlw sr.:vthc;:;.ttt sidE t,f ti1~ '>f!tt1i!"l~1 tanll.: was <l1:.chargir:s 
a yellowish-yray 11qu1d vthic!l was runnin9 frum ti"l(~ Ln-1e1' fi<H't M tt1~ metal plate. 
/V.1d1tionally. a slight dis.charg~ of a brown 11qui1 wds OllSP.rve'l tr1rough th~ 
channel between the bulkhead an1 tne s~ttltng tank. Those discharges were 
observ~d untn 6:05 PM "~hen st:rvP.i llance fror.: that f>DSit1on wils discontinut:.'d. 
Uuring that time concreto:! rllix.er trtscfr.s continu\:i~ to dun·!;.: liquid into the Jugf.'r 4 

like r~cov~ty system and it wouh~ ov~rflow into tlit:~ y(tr~ "'t rP.gular ir.tervals. 

/',dditiona"lly. at about :>:'>f) PN Sf.L. Hettwig obs<~rvec. <1 ytllm~: ft?malE> truer. cirivt-:·r, 
~tearing rubber hoots. bl!Je j€~ar.s, ~lue t~shirt Hith a <J<Jri(er t·!u~ squar~ <.>nblr-r.; 
on the- front. ~nd t>lorH1 shoiJ1der len9th hair. She ?.ppill"t-·ntly notiCf·•d tf;p to,.;C) 

d1scharges and ~tJaS lool<in~ into the li!ke itt the Jre.? of t:h~ <!ischarges arH1 tdlkin:J 
to ;.,noth~r male true!< (1river. ii.t <.ibout 6:00 pt·t tt;dT fem~IE- i'lpiJeor~d to bi! 
,:.ointing out th~ dischcJr~ws to anothf!r (Jl<!~r ru?le ~nr~·::.~r:, v>~~orin~; blue 
coveralls. a red cap \~1th a \'!hit!:· frnnt and a rer! ''isor. That rpah~ then 
waHed over to and operatea some control lt?v~rs 1o<:ilt;:>f5 ~&:>twi.'~.·o tl'le iHJGer-lH:e 
recovP.ry dP.vice and th{~ settlirt-:; t.ank. Hc·¥~~v~r, tnf> oisc.!L?r;_;p continti~rl until 
(-,: !.1!) Pt.t. 

From f.:2!! P~ to 6:38 P~ S/.f\ ~~13ti.Y-'i(; H~S •)11-t'loard th'' S~·attlP ~·:f.lr>or Patrol 
Hout #3 opl?rated by SP.attie Poliu.:. ntfit:P.I'S c. Kearn~y <~no P. En:Jl":! • .tlf!.t:'r 
rounding the harg~ tiei1 vp at th.:~ :-tortn en(1 of the PioneF?r pier. trlf~ police 
officers ~nd S/A Hattw1 g observed a di scha r~~t- 1' rom f:ti>:> north~:etstern corner of 
the- settling tank .• S/A liattwi'} ton!<: ~t samrlt- of tr1r~ rl1!=.C!""tarqt->. nlis sample 
Has sent to the EPA Region 10 laboratory for dnal;sis. 

An e,ttempt was made to u•.:~neuv~·r tne p.'1tro1 boat c.los•~ to t~., ar~3 or tr'it> 
metal platP. drain for ;,!;otcHJr&plis ~n1J s.wip.le$; t•0•"r·vu·, Uds '-'~~S root ;HlSSit\le 
due to the ~!itsll()\1,1 wi\tf.'r no:>xt to trtf Si?T.!.lir.~; t..:Hlk. r,r,,_:iti;::,;d 1)·, Ul€· officers 
.:wd S/1~ •iatt~ig oiJservN~ tt~.::t CP.f·~ot ::!d•ris ~~~s tnn,;i:1;: tnt• ~'"''!r,~lin~-~ t•,,twe(·•r: 
tht~ s-r:tt11nq Llr.k. Mit! th~· l~t;rUwrn !.:(;f!. 11t ::~H· ;:,i::·r· ·.~':1-!T'i-· ::,,~ ''·H·~,~ ;·!C.S :-.;.:~(! 

l.ljj. 

/~t about 9:1 ~ .• .1\H on 9/)6/•(:). )/!'.. ~1at t•!i y U;nf."i nu•.:d =• L:. ')~J rvt: i! L•~~u: ~:·f u~,.-
1-li GOe€' r Lak P Union f '.1 ci 1 i ~y. f.\ r. !)=<! t. t i ~<==~ t tJ, = :--e ,.1"-;. .. :;r-:.lwn is:: -..•.1! ·S t Mrce 
rlisthilr~ing froo1 1'\ehitHJ trtr> Jtt~:ta1 ~=l:ru~ cr;:dn (:t i: s7. ::~tiy t\•t.•.·· L~<~ cruw \vtlich 
op?.rati-!d thf' cL'lmshell ~ucl:t!t USE'fl to c.led!'1 out t.i:e ~;(~"!.1:lin~; tank. 1·;,1:, run1~in~. 
Thr~e »hit-:- ll;ales. (Hit! of theill vt~aring il ~n:c?r. !\ar~hot ;.'lo-:1 ~-''(! ~~~:~rir)~; Gr<'11!J?. 
nardtlats, v.•ere on the facility loc,k11l~i !!round. Surv~~illanc:f> ~-. ..=ts ..-~iscontinut?-(1 
at 9:21' /IH. 

This document wntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EPA It is the propeiw of the 
EPA and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 
CONTINUED: 

.1\t 1 n: l 0 1\t· •• S//.l's rt<i":twi::: an(; ~·urliy r·:::(~stdtd 1 stH•11 surv~·i 11 ~r.cE: ·ir. d i'u~li c 
p<'Jrtdo~ ;.r•:o on tt"~ ~.~st side of wat~r-lay <Jf•. rJoth ~q?.nts obs•~I'V~'J thr Heaey 
(H~cnar~~ ot f, j)r·,:;lmis!·: !ir~ui(J fro;~ tl)f! ,.!att· <!ruin •J()tll .J:'ti)IJt 1!~:?3 r.1''• s:r. 
th;;t tl!TlE' ti1~ 1i!>cr,.,n_:;:· !~f·<:~r..r. lntrrs•d':t~t·t .. Tilt• irrpr:ul~rity of tJl€ ri1St;.tt,!:r!t: 
~rJ,E•arf!d t<.' h~ t::~\!J'!·~'' i·_,y tiw clt3;:tS!rf:ll ~ .. ;;f'rarion goin9 Nl dt this t1t;;eo. T11~ 
<:rane op~;rator was .jr;>i·~..in~ H:€' c!~>msr.~l! ~>UCi(et of tt1e r:rane into the H:ttlio~ 
tank anc1 rP.F-Jov·lng Cf'ment ~lr.H:Jg•~ dfld liquirl fron: the t.dn•:. t•lCh time thE' cl'tl'lS:,~Jl 
wi!S <lropp<~rl inr.o thP. sr:-ttllng tank, c~mP.nt wa~t~\.,C.ter "'C'\~lt! spln>h over tt't:-
s1de into Lake l.in1<m. ti!cr; tir.-;e the OfH"rator woul<t litt thP fu'll clamshell 
out of the st::.-ttling t~n~ it r:ould s;·ill lnrge amot~nts of ce,nent waste and 
liquit1 into La~:e ljr,';on as th~ <:Ja~.~~t.ell 1.\'0t.llli sw1n!:; f"ttst ""C: nortl"l over Lak..~ 
lln1on. Tt:e rtP.hds was deposi~eo hy the cranf:l at thE~ n()rt.h f!nd ot th~ prnpert.y. 
S/A f'u rdy was r~r.orci n~:1 th·~sP. act i vlt h~s by m~iins of >J vi neo recorder anl1 w1th 
a 3 ~ mm Cdllll? r<1, 

Addttiondlly. thn S/A•s observed a young white m~le. ab~Jt h• tall with a 
mustache. wearing~ ~reen hardh~t. t?tKin~i 11q,lf<1 Sdmples &t tl1f' Pioneer facility. 
Thi!. individual th,~rl wall~e\':l out of ttre facil1ty ~nd too~ \-later sample~ opposit~.! 
the Pione~r fac.ility on wat~rwity e6 just b<.·l~ H1e sur--1r:i1lance point of the 
a~lP.nt~.. H~ die' not adt!t(.>SS tti~ ~:;ents but ~1-liJ~·a r-ec to r>t' ~ri tin.,; down thE> 
lic.ens~ numbf!r ctno <!a~scri;;l;i')n of SjJ\ Hi!ttwi~;'-; g0verrw>E:nt v•~nicl~?. 
This surveillance was termi!'!~t~d ~t l:1:Sf1 A!;. 

On ~/1>~/f:(. 11t f:!lS !···~ S/A H~tt\vig ohs~rv•_•(~ tiH? <1ischar~e c:f ~ )rot~!'lfsh 1iqui<' 
sc~hstancP. into J.ak~c> Union !'ro;:, thr-: r.'r-tal pl~te <1ratn at tht' ... \:tth~9 tar.r. ttt 
thP LaK~ Union t~ciltty ot Piun~er. Th~re was a ~lact ptece of pl~st1c hansjn~ 
frorn on~ side c·f the l"~to1 ~·late. Con•:r~tt> !l·hP.r trt!Ck!> w~r~=> !~IJr:lping til(: ccmtor:ts 
of their drums into the ,..u,gE.>r-lH:e r~covery systt?r!'. T:1e area of the metal pldte. 
(Jn the cer::(~nt w~ll. 1' liP rll)<.i tc• t=·~· s·i(!eS ot th~ !'l~t~l i1lat~. wos wet. ;h,. 
watt~r line· ot L.:!~,~ ~:nior: i:lr t.hi~ r1?:-t (:f v~~ tcscility w~~ 1.• L~~i:)"'J til>: ;i·~~t.::d 
platt. 

At 12:?0 P~·1 S/A.'•• Pvrily r.r:1! H,1t.tl~Jl~J oh~;i_~rv~-':.1 til:> cpnt.it.lkri ~u~~<1y fh.'\1 ;:~~' 
t.rmvn liqt:it! fr~;(n tt·~! !7H··t·:d p'li.lto;~ <~rain. l-\•1cJ1tior.ally, -l': 1!31 P!-~ tn< :\/l1's 
observe,'i a ~:r•~Ptl 11acuu:~ t11~k truct in t~'•c~ y:~rd. Tt1~ tr·uc!:: ha~ til;;> sr:HI i rea 
numo~rs H6~7 on its sir:ie. H·~ tar.~C'r ;~11<! c·f tl'••=- true': t:a':' U1P nurnl~?rs 31~$!, 
writt~n on lfs ·~iriP. Th~ t~nk tnrd· .:pf;'!c\f·(:d tC· tw suckir•~! up 'iiljUL1 t'r(l;r: tht-> 
groun(f. 

At 4:4'> P!-~ t:1e •;tJnr;•ill.wc.:! .-.•r.r. 1iscr.nti;••i•''~ h11t ~-n•.: ~,;._~,!~rf• frc.-n ::n2 ,·.,·r.ttl 
:Jla~t~ nri>1r. \"as co•11:inui~'·j i}t d $tl•d•l.f r·H•~. 

:)n 11 /1~/l:( .~t :~:·:;· '~'· ~,;.:., '!~t.t.,.:i~, r!~t:'StiibliSt>tl Sl;rveill~nCi! no' ~:ir~ 1."11~ t:rli•)tl 
!>i,;.tHi:f·r j,lnnt ~~·\!·· .=-<:r._.<.~. ~·i~tf~!wil_y ~~-.. f. t·:"f•~<irl li~,rd~ ~:o!. ~,iilln dsd"1fyir,~; 
ir;t(' l~l:t~ •rdq:• 1!',: r.rt:l;l,-1 t:c<.~ :~:.il piO:~<' ](l!>ll•:rl in trw "'•ill c-t th~ ~~·t:li;lt 

t(:n~. !1d'\itl1._,,~lly, :>w :::r-::nc~ 'H1~ <:.1~r.!:.h(·n >-•··r"" <'lh:!"iltin~: .lf;:-1 tnr: clo::t~.ht:li 

~M-; lCI.:.~u·:: ir• r::!: s,;.t.tilno:; t.~n•:. ,1_t ·:·:~:.: t.·: lt1~ pl.lt~ ~rJH: >-t~-~ st:ill 
dlSCilttr\jin~. :\/i~ ·loltNl9 tJ(~,,crt.~l.' thrtt S\tiv£-illiffiCI!' pf)irtt. 

A.t ~:3u A'1, '::-/1\ l1att\v1\i conducte() ~ur·v~ili.McU! of tnf.> p),,n~E~" F.::drvh:w 
f(lcility fr01:' l/'17 'i .. !>lorthla~~~· Pl~c:~. ~t:'.~tt.l·~ Polic+> lt;s;~:or Vo:1trol boSt!. \-iH.:l 

Tht$ document contatns neJther recommendat•ons f'lor conclustons of the EPA. It os the propeny of the 
EPA and Is loaned to your ageney; it <1nd its contents Clre not to be dislributed oulsid& your ageney. 
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tt: .. :. r~it1 of •'• spottinc~ <;<:(:;H; S/f:. fi<lthdii observr~·1 the cranr~ 1-1ith t!;e cla:nst1cll 
t;,;kin~ gr;1y !>hi\r~y· i:Hit1 !iqu1<J Ql.lt of ttl>! c;.f~ttling t/\n~:. 0n c<'CI1 p&ss ttu:· 
clM:tsiH~ll. ;,s it ~-~>'i.if!~: G\('!' ti·r~ ·.·J('tt~r, '-''mlld drop l<lf'•Je ~mt:11tnts of li·:(tdd i'lnrt 
s·ludg(~ int;_, t,,)i(::.· 'ir.ir)n. \j;; t·!dt.\dg nhS{!rvf?.d five occdsions 1n v:!llc}· tiw 
ch.J.lSI'lf~ll 0rnpf;('~<! :..l:;<~yt: 1ntn tt12 la~:r. 

S/.~. Hattw·h; boi:u·c.wi" 'Sf·.Htl~ Police Harbor Patrol hoct nn <~ potrol d the 
soutt'c~rfl end of Lakf:• ;_;.r-inq. ~),zr1n:} this patrolS/A. l·t('ltr.wfg obsP.rve(l. at.?. 
close- ran~Jt.•~ ..'ld!1itir:·nc-l ~~ork t)y tnt~ cl.:m:sht:dl and cr-an~~ .. Each time the clar•shell 
woul<i pte!<;, u:-:; i1 loa,1 c)f slud9•~ frout thf> settllny tank it ~-toulo swint] out 
over Lak£· 1.tnioi1 a;s(: droi; 1iqt:1d an<t sl.udge into the wc.ter. The gr11y sludgf! 
~""> then d~p•)site~1 on the shoreline ~t the nortr•edst side of' the pier. Three 
of th(•se 1ncioents ... ,ere vlitnP.ssed before H stop~H.!d.. Harbor Prltrol Officer!"> 
R. Avery anc A. Vanpuymt>roucl< also wit!'le!.~eo these incidents. 

On 9/22/36 S/A iiattw1g conducted a surve1ll<tnce of the Piooec:ar lake Union plant 
from 9:10 Ai'l to 9:15 AN. Durin9 that time. a ']1'€N! tc1nkt-r truck fran f.rosby ~ 
Overt on, nwnbered 317 A. w::ls ohse rved vacuuming up 1 i quid ttas t f~ from tt•e •:p·oond. 
A number ot concrete- mixing trilcks vu~re observ~d t)eing loa(:ed anc washed out. 
No fl<»t was observed fro!" the metal pl;,te drain at t~tt: settlirltJ tcnk. S../A 
Hattwtg ohservea and photoyraphen a number of yray spot~ visi~lP on the south 
sid~ of a barge that was r:1ooreo just north of the r:roperti (Ontair.ir.g the 
settling tanlcs and tne ct.>nlE.>nt reda1ming operation. The .. ·~ ·;ray s;-.,ots appear· 
to t1e dr1pp1ngs fro!?• the clamshefl wh1ch w.:ts c%-e-r-ved to D~· o~~erttt:in~l on ~/19/i1~.' 
when the operator w~s clean1n~) o:Jt th'= settlin9 t.a.nk. rr.e uar!:ie \Jas loc~teo 
in an area ~here the clamsheli would pas~ ovr~r it. <'IS the op!~fC~tor .,:oulf.! s,..;ing 
the clar1sheoll frcm the sett11ns; tan~ to the cer.u:·nt waste area. 

On 9/23/U6 c'lt 11:55 At-l S/A ii~tt~vig continued the SIH'V{!ill~nce of the Lakf.' Union 
P1oneer tacil1ty. The pla11t was operatfn') i'Hl<i concrete m1xer trucl<s werE: bt>:ing 
loaded and washed c•ut. The met.:~1 ~late driiin o!l the Sf~tt11ng tanr.. ~~~s O(lt 

diSd'lar9ing de'ipitE 1)2<svy rains. The n!Jjt)f' ,)ortior. of t!":e _yard appeared to 
be flcodc:<<i with ~ray1sh tlrowr. li<!td<l. Trucks were driving throur,h about l l/2 
ft. ot liquid. CrQshy ~ Overton tank triJcl<, #3l7.ll., •1rov~ into the yard. The 
tank truck. ope rat or t.t:en ~ttemptE'd to tiOO!< up thf:' ho!>es to the truck.. H1-e 
t11'1ver 'RaS walking cautiously anc it appeetred that the liqui(l would run over 
the top of his rubi,er boots at any time. At 12:?0 Pr~ Hte Ct.O tn.1ck left tiHF~ 
Lake !Jnion facility and the survP.illance w"'t <1hcont1rwed. 

On Y/'1..5/~6 at 8:35 AH ~.fl\ rlattw19 continued till:-! SIJrveillance of the Pioneer 
lake Hr.ion facility. Ohs~rva-tions were conduct~d from the par~<inq u~a next r.c 
the St. Vincent f!;dlity. :·:o flo~~<: from t11e metal f)late t~rafn on t.h1.: ~t':ttlin<,; 
tank was visih1e. Sjf, r.at.tvr{q observe~ tne crc:ne ~dth thf.? cL:~n"~shell hucV.et 
l!lOVing Ct!mertt dt.!tris from the northe,<tst area tJf the pr-operty turth<-:r inlondu 
The clamsbt~ll o;,eration \'lf!S CO!"lt.inuint) ~t (1:~.5 ft.M whP.n the s;;rvt:·ilL~.-,cr;t "'''~ 
di scont 1 ntH:d. 

On 10/2/P.-6 from 9:5{1 to 9::.~. i'Y S/fJ. l!attwi~; condvct<':cl a survl•1llitnce <1t Pionef-r•s 
lake Union plant. DuP to the presence cf a l~rge narge S/A H~ttwtg was unable 
to detPrm1ne if there was c'!!ny <1is.chargE' frOtH tn+:., n•eta·l plctt' (1f"ain. The vtew 
of tht! s~ttlfng tank. and thf:> plate drair1 was COl'IPldely bloci<~d ty tne tlarge. 
Taolc: tn1ck r~l3A fror.: C&O w,;s onsel"vetJ t;:, be ir• ttre yarfl. S!A :lrtthJi~ was 
dhle to !ree c~s::.:nt i~!i:~~er trt;c~s tte1ng wash~~ out at this location. 

Th1s document conta1ns neither recommendations not conclusions of the EPA. It 1S the property of the 
EPA and is loaned to your agency; it artd its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1. TITLE 

Pioneer 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFfiCE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTlGA TION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 #22 34W 

3. PERIOD COVER EO 4. REPORTING OfFICE 

Seattle 

SYNOPSIS: 
Search Warrant - lake Union 

On 10/9/86 U.S. Magistrate Philip K. Sweigert issued a criminal search 
warrant for Pioneer Construction Materials (Lake Union}~ 901 fairview Ave • 
. North~ Seattle; WA. The search warrant was based upon the written affidavit of 
S/A Gerd Hattwi g. The search warrant was issued under Mag.i strate •s Docket 
Number 86-274M-01. Copies of the search warrant and affidavit are attached. 

On 10/9/86~ at approximately 1:00PM the following individuals met to discuss 
the search warrant and property list of items to be seized pursuant to the 
warrant. 

1. S/A Gerd Hattwig 
2. S/A Dixon McClary 
3. S/A Ken Purdy 
4. S/A Commodore Mann 
5. Dan Bodien 
6. Jim Hileman 
7. Dave Robocken 
8. Dan Tangerone 
9. Robert Athman 

10. Kevin Fitzpatrick. Washington Dept. of Ecology 

During the meeting the above named individuals read the affidavit for the search 
warrant. The search warrant and property list of items to be seized were 
discussed. All the above named individuals were members of the search team. 

On 10/9/86 at approximately 2:15PM S/A's Hattwig and McClary contacted Dick 
Glynn. Pioneer employee. who took them to Dan Carchano, Batchman of the number 
3 mixer at the lake Union facility of Pioneer. Carchano stated he is in charge 
of this operation and would accept service of the federal search warrant. 
S/A's Hattwig and McClary identified themselves and gave a certified copy of 
the warrant to Carchano. Carchano was located in the control room of the 
concrete mixing building at Pioneer (the batch room). 

At approximately 2:25PM the rest of the search team entered the Pioneer facility 
to begin the search. After determining that there were only a limited number 
of records at this plant. Dan Bodien, Dan Tangerone and Robert Athman left. 

REPORT MAOE BY 

S/A Commodore Mann 
REVIEWING OffiCIAL 

SAIC Dixon McClary 

This document contains neithet recommen"acions oa< conclusions of the EPA. tc is the properly of ct 
EPA and is loaned to you' agencv: it and its wnteots a•e noc co be distributed outside vour agency. 
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At approximately 2:45 PM linda Christophersen, Attorney at Law, arrived at the 
batch office of Pioneer. There, Christophersen met with S/A Mann. 
Christophersen stated she was there at the request of Pioneer. Christophersen 
was given a copy of the search warrant. Christophersen left the batch office 
to observe the search of the premises. 

At approximately 2:55PM Ron Droz, vacuum tank truck driver for Crosby & Overton 
{C&O), entered the batch office. Droz gave Carchano a sample bottle of waste 
water and a receipt for 5000 gallons of waste water that he had just vacuumed 
from the Lake Union facility. Droz said he was going to deliver the waste 
water to C&O. Droz told S/A Mann that the sample container of wastewater he 
gave Carchano came from the load he had picked up from the lake Union facility 
at approximately 1:00PM. S/A Mann seized the sample container and C&O receipt. 
The sample container was marked item #5 on the property list. The C&O receipt 
was marked item #6 on the property list. 

Prior to the sample being secured by S/A Mann, Carchano tested the wastewater 
in the container. The sample registered a pH of 12.24 on Carchano•s meter. 
Carchano said that the main Pioneer office on the Ouwamish had recently sent 
him the pH meter. Carchano said that he had received the pH meter near the 
first of Oct. 1986. Carchano said that he was instructed by ·Summers and Tea 
to measure the pH on every load of wastewater that left the cement plant. 
Carchano said that all wastewater loads that were tested and had a pH of 12.25 
and over were to be delivered to C&O. Those loads under a pH of 12.25 were to 
be dumped in the gravel pit. 

Pursuant to the search warrant a total of 7 items were seized. A copy of the 
inventory is attached. This total included samples that were taken from the 
Pioneer property and transported to the EPA Region 10 Lab for analysis. 

Ron Summers was given a copy of 
Christophersen was present when 
property list of items seized. 
approximately 6:45 PM. 

the property list of items seized. 
Summers reviewed and was given a copy of the 
Agents left this Pioneer facility at 

On 10/10/86 S/A Hattwig made a return of search warrant to U.S. Magistrate 
Sweigert. 

This d~rnent oonta1ns neother recommendatoons no< condus.coos of the EPA. h os tnt' !)(operty of the 
EPA and os loaned to your agency: it and its contents a<e not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITEO STATES EfNIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CAIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

1 TITLE 

Pioneer 
3 . P(f"liUO COVCRCO 

SVNOPSIS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
2 CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X -4-4 #23 34W 
4 n f"PORTING OFFICE 

Seattle 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 122 by Commodore Mann reporting the execution 
of a federal criminal search warrant on 10/9/86 at Pioneer Construction Materials 
Co. located at 901 Fairview Ave. North. Seattle. WA. 

At approximately 2:15PM on 10/9/86 S/A's Gerd Hattwig and Dixon McClary went 
to the Pioneer Construction Materials Company located on lake Union, address as 
above. These agents were directed by Dick Glynn, laborer. to the office of 
Danny Carchano. batchman left in charge of this plant. Carchano stated that he 
did not really hold any supervisory position but was simply operating the number 
3 mixer. Carchano accepted service of the search warrant and S/A Hattwig 
proceeded to explain the search warrant process to Carchano. Carchano said 
that he understood and stated "help yourself." 

S/A Hattwig also explained to Dick Glynn who had inquired "do we have a problem 
here". the purpose of the EPA presence and the search warrant process. Glynn 
agreed to take the agents on a tour of the facility. 

During the tour Glynn stated that returning mixer trucks take on recycled water 
to wash out their drums. The drums are then emptied into a recovery device 
which by means of a large screw-like device separates the sand and gravel from 
the liquid. The sand and gravel is then recovered from a pit by means of a 
front loader. The liquid drains into a settling basin built into the ground. 
This basin is rectangular and reportedly of concrete wall construction. The 
basin is divided into three sections. According to Glynn the most northern 
section of the settling basin was used to pump the clarified liquid into after 
the solids had settled out. Glynn stated that up until about three weeks ago 
this was how the excess liquid was disposed of. Starting about three weeks 
ago, after a complaint, (Glynn would not elaborate). the clarified liquid was 
no longer pumped into the most northern holding tank. All the liquid now runs 
into the yard from the first settling tank. Glynn said ever since they stopped 
using the most northern settling basin the yard has been flooded by a foot of 
cement waste liquid. Tanker trucks from Crosby and Overton have been hauling 
this liquid away daily. 

Glynn stated he has never seen any flow or spillage from any of the settling 
basins into lake Union. When Glynn was specifically asked by S/A Hattwig what 
happened to all the liquid that was previously pumped into the most northern 
settling basin and is now flooding the yard, he stated "it evaporated.~ Glynn 
said he has not seen any overflow of liquid from the most northern holding tank 
at the northeastern corner now blocked by a clean metal plate. 

REPORT MADE SY 

S/A Gerd Hattwig 

REVIEWINC., Ort ICtAL 

SAIC Dixon McClary 
Thos docomem coma111~ n<!llher r ccommcn "toon~ nor conclusoons ol1he EPA 11 os 1he rop<•rty of the 
EPA .a<>d •S lvJne<liO .,.,,.,, ;,qencv. •I .lnd otr, COrtlf'lltS ;,re not to be d•SirobuiOO Ouls•d<.' y ur .:t.g<>ncy 
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Glynn explained that a couple of times a week the settling basins are cleaned 
out by means of a clamshell and crane. The mud and liquid are deposited in a 
pond cut out of the cement waste and located to the northwest of the settling 
basins. Glynn said that the crane operator will drop the clamshell into the 
settling basins and clamshell out as much of the solids as possible and then 
swing the crane north and west. Glynn pointed to an area west of the settling 
basins and stated that the mound. about 25ft. high. was made from cement waste. 
Glynn again stated that all the liquid waste in this pond, described above, 
would evaporate and that he has never seen it enter or overflow into lake 
Union. 

Glynn was asked specifically by S/A Hattwig what~ if any, measures are taken to 
prevent the cement waste and debris from entering lake Union--which surrounds 
the cement waste pile on three sides. Glynn said he remembered there are 
retaining walls made from ecology blocks that contain the cement waste. Glynn 
said he has not seen any cement waste enter lake Union. Glynn added that the 
old barge which is no longer usable and a smaller barge which is 
overturned just happen to be moored at the north end of the property and were 
not intended to hide anything. 

Inspection of the area between the barge and the pier disclosed that cement 
waste has entered the waters of lake Union along the entire north side of the 
pier and the east side of that pier, north of the settling basin. It was also 
noticed when approaching the pier by boat that the barge blocks the direct view of 
the cement debris in the water. furthermore. the point of the discharge from 
the north wall of the settling tank, previously observed by S/A Hattwig on 9/15/86, 
is also hidden from direct view by this large barge. 

During the tour of the plant Glynn also introduced S/A Hattwig to Mr. Gene Belonga. 
another individual who works in the yard at the Lake Union Pioneer facility. 
According to Glynn, Belonga operates most of the heavy equipment. 

Glynn and Belonga were questioned by S/A Hattwig regarding the liquid dripping from 
the tower like structure on the wooden pier used to unload sand and gravel. 
Glynn had previously explained that the tower was part of a system allowing sand 
and gravel to travel on conveyor belts from the barges to the concrete mixing 
area. Glynn claimed to be unaware of any liquid or solids discharging from 
the tower despite the obvious wetness and sand-like material accumulated under 
the tower. From the flow pattern of this material it was obvious that some of 
this material had entered Lake Union through a hole in the pier and also by 
flowing over the east side edge of the pier. 

Belonga stated that the liquid is clean water. not recycled water. used to keep the 
underside of the conveyor belts clean. Belonga added that the water was turned off 
about three weeks ago in an attempt to keep materials from flowing into lake 
Union. Be1onga said that any material entering lake Union from this location can 
only be "clean" (not recycled) water and clean sand used in the mixing of 
concrete. (Reference is further made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #25 by S/A Hattwig reporting 
the interview of Belonga.) Both Glynn and Belonga seemed evasive about who told 
them and how they were told, about three weeks ago, to make an effort to eliminate 
any discharges into lake Union. But both Glynn and Be I onga stated that Ron Summers-. 
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the Operations Manager, and James A. Repman, President of Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co .• are running this facility and are at this plant frequently. 

At approximately 2:48PM S/A Uattwig noticed Linda Christophersen. Attorney. 
Ron Summers, and Leonard Compher, Environmental Coordinator for Pioneer, enter 
the yard of the Lake Union facility. S/A Hattwig offered to provide linda 
Christophersen with a copy of the search warrant but she stated that she had met 
S/A Commodore Mann who had already provided her with a copy of the warrant. 
Thereafer, S/A Hattwig had a short conversation with Ron Summers which is reported 
in ROl 86-X-4-4 #24. Ron Summers, linda Christophersen and Leonard Compher 
were present in the yard at the Fairview plant until about 6:45 PM when the 
agents left the plant. 

During the execution of the search warrant, 13 samples were taken under the 
direction of James R. Hileman on the property occupied by Pioneer. Additionally, 
numerous samples were taken from lake Union. The sampling and the analysis of 
these samples will be reported tn a separate report. 

While inspecting the lake Union facility~ samples, photographs and videotape 
footage were also taken from a boat. Personnel specifically taking part 
in this part of the operation were Dave Robocken and Jim Hileman of EPA-ESD. 
Ke.vin Fitzpatrick, WOOE, and S/A's Purdy and Hattwig. The above·named individuals 
all witnessed the discharge of a liquid from a square pipe terminating in the 
bulkhead on the west side of the facility about 2 ft. above the surface of lake 
Union. The side of the bulkhead below the pipe was discolored~ gray-white in 
color, with calcium like deposits along the stain. The same above listed 
individuals further traveled by boat around the northern part of the facility. 
To the north, in the area between a large barge and the facility. solid cement 
waste was observed in the water all along the north and part of the northeast 
shoreline. In some areas the lake water had under-cut the cement waste and 
created caves. In other areas, it was evident from the flow pattern that 
cement waste had recently been dumped along the slope of the cement waste pile 
and run off into Lake Union.· Also the cement waste was yellow in color where 
it was coming in contact with the lake water. 

An inspection of the outside walls of the settling basin disclosed that part of 
the cement wall at the northeast corner was missing. At this location there 
appeared an irregular hole, as if cut with a jackhammer about 2 ft. in diameter. 
The settling basin with the hole in the wall was used until about three weeks 
ago according to Pioneer employee. Dick Glynn. Prior to three weeks ago, 
the excess cement wastewater was pumped into this basin. (The break in the 
wall of this settling basin is where S/A Hattwig and two Seattle Police Harbor 
Patrol Officers witnessed a stream of liquid discharging into lake Union on 
9/15/86.) The break was partially blocked by a steel plate. It appeared that 
if the level of liquid in this settling basin rose another discharge to Lake 
Union was probable. The steel plate was devoid of any cement stains or deposits. 
This was in sharp contrast to the area immediately next to it. That area had 
cement stains and deposits several inches high. 

Whenever possible the above observations were documented by photographs and/or 
videotape recordings. At approximately 6:45 PM agents left the fairview facility 
of Pioneer Construction Materials Co. 
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86-X -4-4 # 24 34t4 
1-----------------------------l---------

3. PEnSON INTERVIEWED 4. REPOI> nNG OfFICE 

Ronald E. Summers Seattle 

5.LOCATION 6. DATl: 

Seattle, WA l 0/9/86 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #22 by S/A Commodore Mann reporting the 
execution of a federal criminal search warrant at Pioneer Construction Materials 
Co. located at 901 Fairview Ave. North, Seattle, WA on 10/9/86. 

At about 3:00 PM on 10/9/86 Ronald E. Summers was interviewed in the yard of 
the facility identified above. Also present during this interview were Leonard 
Compher, Environmental Coordinator for Pioneer, and Linda Christophersen, 
Attorney, Bogle and Gates law firm. Summers stated he is in charge of this 
plant and responsible for its day to day operation. Summers added that there 
is no other foreman or supervisor in charge of running this concrete plant. 

Summers acknowledged that there had been no discharge to the Metro Sewer System 
from this plant for some time because the plant•s system was ·inoperative. 
Beginning about three weeks ago, all waste cement wash water was hauled out by 
tanker truck by Crosby and Overton (C&O) and then treated at the C&O faci 1 ity 
for high pH. During this conversation, a tank truck from C&O pumped 5000 
gallons of wastewater out of the yard. Summers stated that if the pH of the 
wastewater is less than 12.25 the C&O tank trucks had been hauling the wastewater 
to the gravel pit at Steilacom. The wastewater was then dumped into settling 
ponds. Summers added that there was no other treatment of the wastewater at 
Steilacom. He said that the Steilacom gravel pit is operated under the name 
of Northwest Aggregate, a joint venture with Pioneer. 

Ron Summers stayed on the premises until about 6:45PM. At that time, Summers 
and Christophersen were provided with a copy of items seized • 
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86-X-4-4 #26 34~1 

3. PERIOD COVERED 4. REPORTING OFfiCE 

Seattle 

SYNOPSIS: 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #22 by S/A Commodore Mann reporting the 
execution of a federal criminal search warrant on 10/9/86 at Pioneer Construction 
Materials Co. located·at 901 Fairview Ave. North, Seattle, WA. 

During the execution of the search warrant, S/A Hattwig was approached by Mr. 
Peter Barnes, a concrete mixer truck driver. Barnes had been driving a concrete 
truck bearing the number 73-305. Barnes asked what the agents were doing at this 
facility. S/A Hattwig advised Barnes that EPA agents were taking samples 
pursuant to a federal search warrant. Barnes then asked if the EPA agents 
were here in response to a request from Pioneer Construction. 

Barnes went on to explain that he reported to work at the Lake Union facility 
on 10/9 at approximately 7:30AM. Barnes said he noticed that the water in 
lake Union, surrounding the Pioneer plant, looked gray just like the liquid in 
the yard. Barnes assumed there must have been a large spill of cement wastewater 
into lake Union. 

Barnes stated he immediately telephoned the dispatcher on duty at the Pioneer 
Ouwamish facility and told him that there might have been a spill of cement 
wastewater into lake Union. Barnes did not get the name of the dispatcher ~nd 
does not know his identity, but he recalls asking the dispatcher to take care 
of the situation. 

Barnes concluded by saying that he thought the EPA agents had been called by 
Pioneer and were there at Pioneer•s request. 

Barnes furnished his home telephone numbe~on request. 
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1. iiTLE . . . 
Pioneer 

3. PERIOD COVERED 

SYNOPSIS 

UNITED STATES EtNIRONMENTAl PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT Of INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 #25 34W 
4. REPORTING OFfiCE 

seattle 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #22 and #23 reporting the execution of a federal 
criminal search warrant on 10/9/86 at Pioneer Construction Materials Co. located 
at 901 Fairview Ave. North. Seattle~ WA. During the execution of the warrant 
S/A Hattwig had a brief conversation with Gene Belonga. Belonga stated that he 
is employed as an equipment operator at the Lake Union facility operated by 
Pioneer Construction Materials. Pioneer has been operating this plant for 
about 2 years. 

Belonga said he operates the yellow crane with a clamshell bucket which is 
located to the northwest of the cement waste water settling tanks. A couple of 
times a week he will clean out the settljng tanks using the crane and clamshell. 
The cleaning out operation consists of dropping the clamshell bucket into the 
settling tank and taking out the cement waste sludge and depositing the sludge 
on the cement waste pile to the west and northwest of the settling tanks. 

Belonga stated he also operates the front loader which he uses to scoop up 
the reclaimed sand and gravel out of the pit from the north end of the large 
screw-like device. This device is used to reclaim sand and gravel brought back 
by returning concrete mixer trucks which empty their wash water and leftover 
concrete into the screw-like device. 

The reclaimed sand and gravel is also taken and deposited on the waste cement 
pile by means of the front loader. According to Belonga some of this material 
from the waste pile is used as fill by others and he will also use the front 
loader to fill the trucks hauling away the fill material. 

Belooga added he was aware of a leak from the first cement wastewater settling 
tank. Belonga stated about three weeks ago he noticed the leak of wastewater 
from behind the metal plate on the east side of this tank. Belonga stated that 
he took some rags and cement to plug the leak. 

Belonga terminated this conversation by climbing onto the front loader and 
moving away. 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
t. TITLE 2. CONTROL NUMBER 

Pioneer B6-X-4-4 #l~ 34W 
3. PER100 COVERED 4. REPORTING OFFICE 

SE>attle 

SYNOPSIS: 

~eferenc.e is 111ade to ROI 86-X-4-4 #22 describing the saw.pling of Plater1ols 
dur1 ng the execution of a federa 1 sea reb warrant on 10/9/06 at Pf onee r 
Construction Materials Co. located tt 9tH fairview Ave. ~ •• Seattle~ 'WA 
(lake Union). 

Attached are the results of the analysfs of these sampl~s- by the EPA Lao 
at Maf'lchester, WA. The d"iayrarn and chart were prepared by James Hileman. 
Team Leader. Technical Support Section. Environmental Services Oiv •• £PA • 
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1. TITLE 

P1oneer 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE Of CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
2. CONTROL NUMBER 

86-X-4-4 /f15 34~J 
3. PERIOD COVERED 4. REPORTING OFFICE 

Seattle 9/3/86 
SYNOPSIS: 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #13 by S/A Commodore Mann reporting the 
execution of a federal criminal search warrant at Pioneer Construction, 5975 
E. Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA on 9/3/86. During the execution of that 
warrant, S/A Dixon McClary encountered Bob Tea in the .. yard .. near the truck 
wash area. S/A McClary identified himself to Tea and advised him that a search 
warrant, related to environmental violations, was in progress. Tea was also 
adv1sed that neither he nor anyone else at the plant was in custody. Tea stated 
that he understood he was not in custody. Tea jokingly added that if anyone 
was going to jail it should be Ron (Summers, Operations Manager). Summers was 
present at the time. ·SfA McClary assured both Tea and Summers that no one at 
the plant was in custody. Both Tea and Summers acknowledged. Tea then agreed 
to answer questions. 

Tea stated that he had worked at that particular cement plant for approximately 
four years. Tea continued that he was in 11 operationsu and worked for Ron 
Summers. Tea indicated that the' 110perationsu staff consisted primarily of he and 
Summers and that they had operational responsibility for several Pioneer cement 
facilities. Tea indicated that he had just returned from the Portland facility 
and woul~ shortly be enroute to their Tacoma facility. 

S/A McClary asked Tea to accompany him out onto a "catwalk" which runs parallel 
to the truck wash/recycle facility. The 11Catwalk" is essentially a wire mesh 
walkway attached to the outboard (riverside) of the truck wash/recycle facility. 
Tea agreed. 

S/A McClary pointed out a hole in the concrete wall, which was loosely covered 
by a metal plate. S/A McClary asked Tea to explain. Tea stated that the hole 
had been jackhammered in the concrete retaining wall by employees of the previous 
owner, Kaiser. Tea continued that truck washings would discharge through that 
hole and into the river if the liquid levels in the truck wash/recycle facility 
were too high. Tea stated that it was a common occurrence with the previous 
owner. 

Tea acknowledged that the loose fitting metal plate would not stop or eliminate 
a discharge from that hole. Tea further acknowledged that the liquids beneath 
the hole on the river bank could only mean that a discharge had recently occurred 
through the hole. 

Tea stated that approximately 3 months ago Ron Summers instructed him to plug 
the hole in the wall~ Tea subsequently instructed oth~r Pioneer employees to 

I! J .,.-'l L1 /"\ 
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86-X-4-4 #16 34W 
3. PERIOO COVERED 4. REPORTING OFFICE 

Seattle 9/4/86 

SYNOPSIS: 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 Hl3 by S/A Commodore l. Mann reporting the 
execution of a federal criminal search warrant at Pioneer Construction, 5975 E. 
Marginal Way S., Seattle; WA on 9/3/86. Reference is further made to ROI 86-X-
4-4 #15 by S/A Dixon McClary reporting the interview of Bob Tea on that same 
date. 

At approximately 4:45PM on 9/3/86 S/A•s Gerd Hattwig and Dixon McClary went to 
Pioneer Construction, address as above. There agents were directed by a 
receptionist, to the office of Ronald E. Summers, Operations Manager. Upon 
meeting Summers. S/A Hattwig identified the agents and presented Summers with 
a certified copy of the above referenced search warrant. S/A Hattwig 
proceeded to explain the search warrant and search warrant process to Summers. 
Summers then interrupted and summoned James A. Repman, President, from another 
part of Pioneer Construction offices. 

When Summers.and Repman returned; S/A Hattwig again explained the search warrant 
and search warrant process. At that time Repman was in possession of the 
certified copy of the search warrant previously presented to Summers. Shortly 
thereafter, Repman directed a secretary to transmit a copy of the search warrant 
to his corporate attorneys located in Portland, OR. 

Both agents explained to Repman and Summers that the search warrant was directed 
at a premises and that no one at Pioneer Construction was under arrest or in 
custody. All Pioneer employees were free to go about their duties and leave at 
will. Both Repman and Summers acknowledged and stated that they would cooperate 
in any way possible. 

Agents explained, in essence~ that they were investigating alleged water 
pollution from the Pioneer facility at the truck wash area. S/A McClary asked 
if Pioneer had an NPDES permit. Summers replied in the negative. S/A McClary 
asked if Pioneer had applied for an NPOES permit. Summers replied.Ht the· 
negative. S/A McClary asked if Pioneer intended to apply for an NPOES permit. 
Summers again replied in the negative. Summers then responded that he had 
considerable experience in obtaining and complying with an NPDES discharge 
permit at Pioneer's Portland facility and that "quite frankly it's a real pain 
in the ass.n Summers continued that Pioneer recycled its wash water at the E. 
Marginal Way facility and that they didn't have any intentional discharges. 
Summers added that they had had a problem with surface runoff but that problem 
was being fixed. Summers commented that it was very difficult not to have an 
occasional discharge when the facility was located directly on the water. 
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At that time Repman departed Summers• office with the stated intention of 
telephoning his corporate counsel. Summers then agreed to accompany S/A McClary 
to the truck wash/recycle area. As the two left the office building, Summers 
asl<ed S/A McClary if the agents had "brought the divers this time" {an obvious 
reference to a search warrant executed at Marine Power & Equipment in 2/85}. 

Summers led S/A McClary to an area east of the truck wash/recycle facility. 
There Summers pointed out approximately 15-20 concrete forms. Summers explained 
that the forms were used to contain leftover concrete remaining in the returning 
trucks at the end of the day. The concrete would harden into "ecology blocks" 
which were sold by Pioneer for use as dividers and retaining walls. When all 
the forms were in use, Summers stated that concrete remaining in returning 
trucks was deposited into the truck wash/recycle facility. 

Summers continued that Pioneer had been visited by an inspector from a regulatory 
agency. That inspector reportedly identified a surface runoff problem in the 
area of the .,ecology blocks." Summers stated that Pioneer was fixing the 
problem by completing a small concrete curb between the "ecology block" area 
and the river. The curbing was intended to channelize the runoff to a holding 
basin. liquids in the basin would then be transferred to the truck wash/recycle 
area by means of a sump pump. Summers pointed out the holding basin. The 
basin was observed to be a corrugated a 1 umi num pipe, appro xi mate ly 5 ft. in 
diameter and approximately 5 ft. tall, with a concrete base. Summers stated 
that the basin had been installed approximately one month ago and was not 
completed at this time. The aforementioned curbing directed runoff to the 
unfinished basin. Considerable erosion was evident from the end of the curbing 

·around the basin and into the river. Summers acknowledged that the erosion 
indicated discharges were occurring to the river. 

S/A McClary asked Summers if the regulatory agency had advised that discharges 
of a pollutant were prohibited without a permit. Summers said. that he knew a 
permit was required to discharge. Summers continued that the regulatory agency 
had sent him a letter with an NPOES permit application attached. Summers added, 
however, that he had not applied for the permit or answered the letter because 
he had lost it. Summers stated that he had looked everywhere without success. 
Summers mused that the search warrant could result in him finding the letter and 
the application. 

Summers then led S/A McClary to the truck wash/recycle area. On the west side 
was a concrete pad sloped toward a concrete retaining wall which would channelize 
water in the direct1on of the aforementioned recycle area. Returning 
concrete trucks were washed out using recycled wash water and/or fresh water. 
Residual concrete was obviously washed out of the trucks. larger amounts of 
concrete were also discharged into this area when the "ecology blocks" were in 
use. Recycled wash water was available to the trucks by means of overhead pipes 
which were fed by a tall reservoir over the recycle area. Truck washings, 
including concrete. sand and gravel~ would flow in an easterly direction along 
the concrete wall into a pit containing a large auger. The turning auger 
separated the solids (sand, gravel and rock} to a great degree from the liquids. 
Solids, with some liquids, moved through the auger into a pit where a frontloader 
would periodically scoop them up and stockpile them nearby. liquids, with 
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CONTINUED: 

some solids. moved through the auger and into a channel which Ted to a settling 
pond. If the system was working properly. a float valve in the settling pond 
would automatically turn on a sump pump when the liquids r·ose to a predetermined 
level. The sump pump would move liquids from the settling pond 1nto the tall 
reservoir over the recycle area. Recycled wash water in the reservoir could 
then be reused to wash trucks or reportedly be pumped into the concrete production 
facility. The entire truck wash/recycling area was divided from the riverbank 
and river by the above referenced concrete wall • .. 

S/A McClary asked Summers to accompany him out on a wire mesh catwalk (previously 
described in ROI 86-X-4-4 #15. On the catwalk S/A McClary pointed out a hole 
in the concrete wall. The hole was loosely covered with a metal plate. There 
was an approximate 1" to l l/211 gap between the metal plate and the concrete 

·wall. S/A McClary asked Summers for an explanation. Summers stated that the 
hole was obviously manmade and would allow a discharge from the truck wash/recyclE 
area when the liquids rose to that level. Summers acknowledged that there 
were marked stains on the concrete around the hole indicating discharges had 
been occurring. Summers threw an object into a puddle of liquids beneath the 
hole. Summers noted that there had been an absence of rain for a considerable 
period of time and the liquids beneath the hole clearly indicated a recent 
discharge. Summers concluded by stating that he had never been out on the 
catwalk before and therefore had never closely viewed the hole. 

leaving the catwalk~ Summers stated that approximately two to three months ago 
he was at the new Pioneer Construction warehouse across Slip 2. At that time 
Summers reportedly looked over at the. concrete production facility and noted a 
discharge occurring from the truck was·h/rec.ycle area. The discharge was coming 
from the area of the catwa 1 k and was running down ·the riverbank and into the river • 
Summers stated that he returned to the concrete production facility and 
immediately told Bob Tea to stop the discharge and plug the hole. Summers 
stated that he did not check with Tea thereafter to determine if the work was 
done. 

The interview was temporarily interrupted by the arrival of Bob Tea. The 
interview of Bob Tea is reported in 86-X-4-4 #15. Summers, however, accompanied 
S/A McClary and Bob Tea to the vicinity of a bypass gate located in the truck 
wash/recycle area. Tea's observations and statements about the bypass gate are 
reported in the above referenced ROI in paragraph 7 and 8. Summers made the 
same observations relative to the operation of the gate. Summers noted that 
the gate was operated from the top by a hydraulic cylinder. The shaft of the 
hydraulic cylinder was very dirty with the exception of the top approximate 3 
inches which was clean and shiny. Summers stated that the clean portion of the 
hydraulic cylinder shaft could only mean that the gate had recently been used. 
Following the interview of Bob Tea, S/A McClary returned to his discussions 
with Ron Summers. S/A McClary asked if Suo~ers had indeed instructed Tea to 
plug the hole in the concrete wall and stop the use of the bypass gate. S/A 
McClary also reminded Summe'f-s that such instructions would mean Summers had 
seen two discharges instead of one. Summers responded that he did not 
specifically recall how many discharges he had seen. Summers said that he had 
definitely seen one but perhaps two. Summers stated that he did not specifically 
recall issuing instructions to Tea relative to the hole and bypass gate but 
could have. Summers stated that he recalled returning to the cement production 
facility and tellinq Tea to stop discharq1nq. 
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Summers stated that it was practically impossible to have no discharges to the 
river when the plant was located directly on the \'later. Summers added that 
none of the discharges were intentional. Summers jokingly added that if anyone 
were going to jail for the discharges it should be Jim (Repman). 

Summers stated that Pioneer operated facilities at E. Marg1na1 Way, Harbor 
Island, Fairviewt Maury Island, Tacoma, and Portland. Summers stated that he 
and Tea had operational responsibilities at each facility. Summers continued 
that Pioneer intended to consolidate some of those cement operations into an 
expanded E. Marginal Way facility~ To that end, Summers stated that he had 
been working on obtaining a shoreline permit. Summers continued that getting 
an NPOES discharge permit for the facility would be unacceptable because of 
the high pH of the truck washings. Summers stated that it would be Pioneer's 
intention to recycle all their truck washings and have no waste discharges. 

Summers and S/A McClary returned to the Pioneer Construction offices. Upon 
returning to the offices, S/A McClary learned that two attorneys, representing 
Pioneer Contruction, from Bogle and Gates were present. The attorneys were 
Charles R. Blumenfeld and Linda Christopherson. 

At approximately 9:30PM S/A McClary asked Summers to again accompany him into 
the "yard." . Summers, a 1 ong with Linda Christopherson, agreed. The three then 
walked to the vicinity of the truck wash/recycle area. Near that area was a 
ground level concrete doorway. Through the doorway was a ramp leading down at 
an approximate 40° angle. At the end of the ramp was a concrete sump. There 
was a hose in the sump which was connected to some pipes and related valves. 
The hose was running. 

An underground concrete hallway led away from the sump. In the hallway was a 
conveyor belt with sand and gravel debris. Over the conveyor belt were several 
chutes. Summers explained that above each chute was a pile of sand or gravel. 
A chute was manually opened to allow that material, when needed, to fall on the 
conveyor belt. The conveyor belt, when running, would then transport the raw 
materials down the hallway and then up into the concrete production facility. 

Summers was asked to explain the sump and where the liquid was flowing. Summers 
stated that he did not know where the liquid was going and that it could have 
been going to the sewer or it could have been going "straight out" (to the 
waterway). Summers continued that he had only been at that location (E. 
Marginal Way facility) for approximately 6 months and he was finding out things 
about the facility everyday. 

Summers, Christopherson. and S/A McClary then examined the concrete hallway 
with the conveyor belt. All three agreed that the hallway was essentially 
sloped toward the aforementioned sump and that any wash down water or storm 
water would flow to the sump. 

S/A McClary subsequently pointed out to Summers and Christopherson that a dye 
test of the sump indicated that it disc~a,rged to Slip 2 just below the area 

·. ·;. . ·. 
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where the ecology blocks were located. Summers, Christopherson and S/A McClary 
observed the discharge and then returned to the office spaces. 

Agents departed Pioneer Construction at approximately 10:25 PM. 
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SYNOPSIS: 

Reference is made to ROI 86-X-4-4 #13 by Commodore Mann reporting the execution 
of a federal criminal search warrant at Pioneer Construction Materials Co •• 
5975 E. Marginal Way South, Seattle, WA on 9/3/86. Reference is further made 
to ROI 86-X-4-4 116 by S/A Dixon McClary reporting the interview of Ronald E. 
Summers. 

ROI 86-X-4-4 #16 by S/A McClary also covers the initial contact with James A. 
Repman~ President of Pioneer Construction Materials Company. After being 
summoned to Ron Summers' office Mr. Repman proceeded to read the certified copy 
of the search warrant and listened to the explanations by the special agents. 
He did acknowledge that he was aware of the laws requiring NPDES permits for 
discharges of wastewaters from cement plants into rivers. He stated he knows 
about NPDES permits because of his supervisory responsibility over a plant~ 
similar to this one, in the Portland, OR area. Repman said he knows that this 
plant has no NPDES permit and does not need one because this plant is designed 
to recycle all wastewater. 

Repman 1eft Summers• office stating his intent to telephone his corporate 
counsel. Approximately 20 minutes later a female employee of Pioneer knocked 
on the closed office door of Repman•s office. Apparently the door was locked 
from the inside because Repman had to open the door from the inside to 
communicate with the employee. At that time, Repman also noticed that the search 
of the offices was in progress and in a loud voice objected to the search 
prior to the approval from his attorney. Repman accused EPA of illegally 
invading his rights to privacy and demanded again that the search be stopped 
immediately. S/A Hattw1g responded to Repman that the search by EPA agents 
and employees was authorized by a federal search warrant and that the search 
would continue without any delays. Repman then slammed his door to continue 
his telephone conversation. 

A short time later Repman opened his office, invited S/A Hattwig in and 
apolog1zed for his earlier conduct. Repman stated he was concerned about 
losing the use of his records and was advised by S/A Hattwig that he would be 
permitted to obtain copies of any document seized during this search warrant 
at a later date. 

Repman further expressed his concern over maintaining the confidentiality of 
the seized files and was apprised by S/A Hattwig that the files would be 
maintained in accordance with evidence procedures. 
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While in his office Repman further stated that another company of Riedel 
International Inc .• Riedel Environmental Services and Riedel Emergency Services. 
are the Superfund contractor for the EPA and hold this contract for all 23 
states west of the Mississippi. Repman also pointed out some of the literature 
he maintained in his office regarding Riedel Environm~nta1 Services and Riedel 
Emergency Services. 

During this conversation in Repman•s office, attorneys Charles R. Blumenfeld and 
linda Christophersen from the law firm of Bogle and Gates entered and were 
accorded privacy with Repman in his office prior to the search of the office. 

During the execution of the search warrant Repman ordered deli sandwiches for 
his staff, attorneys, and the EPA personnel. EPA personnel declined the dinner 
invitation stating they would work through dinner to expedite the conclusion of 
the search. During the dinner, Repman, his staff, and the Bogle and Gates 
attorneys were also consum1ng beer and wine. 

Toward the end of their dinner break, in the presence of his attorneys, Repman 
was asked by S/A Hattwig to explain the concrete mixer truck clean-up and 
maintenance procedures. 

Repman stated that every mixer truck has to be washed out at least once at the 
end of each day. This prevents the concrete from settling and hardening in the 
drum. Repman said recently a driver at their Portland concrete plant did not 
wash out the drum of his truck and was fired after spending a day inside the 
drum with a jackhammer, chipping loose the hardened concrete. Repman added, 
therefore, he is sure that each mixer truck is washed out at least once a day if 
it was used at all. Additionally, Repman said that as a matter of policy each 
truck returns at the end of each day to the plant. 

Repman stated there is no accurate record of how many concrete mixer trucks 
wash out on any given day at the Duwamish plant because these trucks are 
dispatched between all three plants in the Seattle area and sometimes even the 
Tacoma plant. Repman estimated that between 25 to 45 mixer trucks on the 
average might wash out at the Duwamish plant daily. 

Subsequent to the dinner break Repman helped the searching agents in locating 
specific records and at the conclusion of the search he and his attorneys 
reviewed the inventory of items seized during the execution of the warrant. 

Agents departed the Pioneer facility at about 10:25 PM. 
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